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Notes from Neil
In wandering in Bush Park in Salem 
last October I came across what was 
for me one of the best examples of 
the Strawberry Bush (Arbutus unedo) 
that I have seen. It is near the historic 
Bush House, on the west side. This is 
a Mediterranean relative of our native 
Madrone (Arbutus menziesii). 

Madrone is to me our most attractive native tree, 
ranging up and down the west coast from B.C. 
through California, although becoming noticeably 
more common around Roseburg and farther south. 
In the Willamette Valley it is found mostly as a small 
to medium-sized tree, often multi-trunked. It bears 
clusters of bell-shaped flowers in April, which are 
followed by orange to red fruit in the fall. 

Strawberry Bush is quite different in habit, forming a 
medium to very large, dense shrub. One of the biggest 

I have seen is at the North Willamette Research and 
Extension Center. This one was probably planted 
around 1969 and is now about 10’ tall and about 25’ 
wide (really). Huge examples like this are rare. Most of 
the Strawberry Bush one sees are far smaller than this 
because they are not seedlings of the species (like the 
one at NWREC) but are compact selections, the  
most common of which being ‘Compacta’, ‘Elfin King’ 
or ‘Oktoberfest’. 

As the name of the last selection, ‘Oktoberfest’, implies, 
one of the most endearing aspects of Strawberry Bush is 
that it is a fall-blooming plant. The plant in Bush Park 
was beginning to bloom with drooping clusters of white 
flowers in October. On a return visit in November, it 
was essentially in full bloom. What was striking about 
this plant on the second visit was that it was obvious 
how the name “Strawberry Bush” came about, as the 
plant was covered with bright red, spherical fruit.  
These fruit were the product of the previous-seasons 
bloom, as the fruit take a year to mature. It must have 
been good pollination weather the previous fall as this 
tree bore a heavy crop, and that was after most had 
fallen to the ground.

Neil Bell 
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Although 
Strawberry Bush 
may be our most 
common fall-
blooming shrub, 
it is not the only 
one. Here and 
there one finds 
mature examples 
of Japanese Fatsia 
(Fatsia japonica). 
This plant is 

distinguished by its large, tropical-looking leaves and its 
curious flowers, which are white and carried in a round 
umbel held above the foliage in October and November. 
The length of the bloom period on this plant is totally 
dependent on the weather: the flowers seem sensitive to 
cold so if there is a hard freeze they quickly disintegrate. 
While in bloom, though they seem to be attractive to 
flies of various kinds, possibly because there is not much 
else flying around in November.

Another plant which has been used for a long time for 
fall bloom is Camellia. Only a couple of blocks from 
the Marion County Extension office on Capitol Street 
is a pink-flowered Camellia which blooms faithfully 
starting in late October and continuing into November. 
The plant is a multi-stemmed tree about 15’ tall and has 
obviously been there a while. I assume it is some sort 

of Camellia sasanqua cultivar or hybrid but there is of 
course no label. Nevertheless, there are many cultivars 
for the gardener in the Valley looking for bloom such as 
this for fall.

And lastly, if you want fragrant blooms in fall, then you 
do have a choice. Holly-leaf Osmanthus (Osmanthus 
heterophyllus) is an upright, evergreen shrub to 12’ 
(depending on cultivar), which produces small, white, 
but very fragrant flowers in October and November. 
The scent, especially on warm days, can be detected 
some distance from the plant. There are a number of 
cultivars which vary in size, foliage shape and color. 
Some of the dwarf forms don’t seem to flower as freely 
as ‘Purpureus’, which is a taller growing form with 
purple new growth and which flowers quite freely.

Any of these plants could be discussed in a lot more 
detail as there are additional cultivars as well as hybrids, 
but if you are looking for some fall bloom in the 
landscape this is a good start.

Back to Table of Contents
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Bill Sutkus

Back to Table of Contents

MCMGA Board 
Meeting Minutes
November 13, 2017 
OSU Extension Office

The meeting was called to order by 
President Bill Sutkus at 1:00.

Present: Pete Petersen, Laveryne Gray, Carol Sutkus, 
Jim Liskey, Dale Marande, Tobie Habeck, Farouk 
Husseini, Judy O’Neill, Roberta Bigelow, Bill Sutkus, 
Janet Rogers, Trinity Sheraden, Bonnie Greener, Kathy 
O’Neal, Krista Richey, Joseph Urmson, Neil Bell, Eric 
Suing, Robin Chitwood, Ken Hetsel, Victoria Binning

The agenda for today’s meeting was finalized and the 
minutes of the October 9, 2017 Board of Directors 
meeting were approved by seconded motion.

Roberta presented the Treasurer’s Report for October. 
Total income was $50.00 and total expenses were 
$5,730.42. Roberta told us that folks from NW Natural 
Gas and PGE will be in the Marion Garden on 
November 15 to explain the recent dramatic increase in 
usage for these utilities. Other unusual expenses were 
discussed. Trinity explained what the Clinics committee 
is doing to promote MCMGA at various community 
events. We moved, seconded, and voted to approve up 
to $2,000 for equipment and materials for the Clinics. 
We then moved, seconded, and voted to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report.

Governance
Chemeketa College scholarship: Joseph Urmson 
thanked us for the scholarship and then told us about 
his career goals, which include ultimately helping 
people choose healthy foods on a limited budget.
New computer for the Office Plant Clinic (aka the 
Help Desk): Roberta will find out more about the cost 
of a new computer. We moved, seconded, and voted to 
approve spending up to $1,000. Farouk told us that we 
do have a laptop available for our use, OSU Extension 
has laptops available for borrowing, and Tobie said she 
has a laptop she’s willing to donate to MCMGA.
Strategic Planning update: Bill led us in an exercise 
by which we shared reasons why the recent planning 
retreat was so successful and how we might adopt 

similar methods in what we do to run the association. 
The key to success is participation. (The exercise –
One, Two, Four, All – is from the book, Liberating 
Structures.) 

Oversight of Operations
Plant Sale: Eric reported that the team is working on 
getting perennials ready. We have plugs from Al’s. The 
biggest deficit is in trees and shrubs. What we haven’t 
done is harvest and propagate plants from the Marion 
Garden for the sale. The Garden Committee will 
address how to make this happen.
Education: Farouk distributed the third quarter 
contacts report. Judy pointed out that we need to learn 
how to count our various social media contacts. Neil 
will ask Gail Langellotto for ideas on how to capture 
these numbers.
Marion Garden: Pete reported that the Greenhouse 
committee has researched best greenhouse 
operations practices, in particular sanitation and pest 
management. New guidelines do not allow potting soil 
and therefore, plant potting, in the greenhouse because 
of the high risk of pests. After considering several 
options, the committee has selected a proposal for a 
12’x12’ greenhouse. We moved, seconded, and voted 
to approve spending up to $1,000, from the capital 
budget. The Garden Committee is also looking into 
how the new greenhouse can be used to comply with 
the request that earned MCMGA the Karl Carlson 
award in 2016 for a multi-season greenhouse. 
Then there was general discussion about use of the 
Marion Garden for education. After going over what 
hasn’t worked, it was agreed that new ideas, and new 
actions, are needed if we want the garden to be used to 
its full potential. 
Communications: Judy and Victoria presented 
the new MCMGA website, and our energy shifted 
upwards several notches! The site’s launch date is soon 
(can’t wait), with a two-month period for members to 
use the site and provide feedback. Jim Parks, the web 
designer who built the site, is under contract until 
August 2018.
Membership: Carol told us that graduation for the 
2017 class is December 11, 7:00 pm at the Center 50+ 

Board Minutes Continued on Page 4
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The Garden: A Study in Art and Activism 
Recap of September Speaker Owen Dell

Landscape designer Owen Dell’s 
October 25 presentation to the 
Marion County Master Gardeners 
at the Salem Library promised 
to focus on creating a beautiful 
landscape in our vegetable 
gardens. But Owen gave us much 
more than that -- he gave us a 
vision of the importance of the
garden to humanity; the garden as 

a source of planetary survival, food, human community 
and beauty. 

First things first. Owen urged us to be philosophical, 
and ask “What does my garden do?” Among other 
things, he suggested our gardens help renew our 
atmospheres by providing oxygen and reversing climate 
change.

He also cited the energy wasted by the current US food 
supply and distribution system and contrasted that with 
energy efficient local food production. To make our 
own home garden systems more energy efficient, Owen 
urged us to walk or bike to the nursery, save water by 
deeper mulching, tilling by hand, saving seeds, and not 
starting seeds indoors. 

Owen pointed out that home-grown could provide 
a safety net for our families during any failure of 
the mass-transit food supply system. He promoted 
the formation of neighborhood food communities 
-- “food sheds” or community supported agriculture 
(CSAs). Own belongs to one (Food Action Team 
Garden Group). These groups provide opportunities 
for home gardeners to meet, share produce, and 
exchange knowledge about local growing conditions and 
problems.

But surely the high-point of Owen’s lecture was his 
promotion of the food garden as a source of landscape 
beauty. Vegetables of varying leaf size, leaf color, and 
leaf shape can be artfully combined in a single bed, 
juxtaposed with patches of colorful flowers to help with 
pollination. “It’s all about planning. All about design” 

he told us. A beautiful vegetable landscape necessitates 
plans, site analysis, construction. 

For guidance, Owen referred us to a number of home 
gardening luminaries. Most especially he cited Rosalind 
Creasy and her “Edible Landscaping” at http://www.
rosalindcreasy.com/. A Special mention was also given 
to the late Toby Hemenway’s “Gaia’s Garden: A Guide 
to Home-Scale Permaculture,” and Robert Kourik’s 
“Designing and Maintaining Your Edible Landscaping 
Naturally.” Owen’s website is also a wonderful resource. 
https://owendell.com/

The handouts Owen distributed are keepers. 
Owen’s resource list of books: http://marioncomga.
org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Owen-Dells-book-
references.pdf
Owen’s resource list of educational web sites: http://
marioncomga.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/
Owen-Dells-web-references-1.pdf. 
Owen’s “Ten Tips for an Energy-Efficient Food 
Garden:” https://owendell.com/?page_id=2793

An enlightening presentation! Thank you, Owen. 

By Carol DeCoursey

Carol DeCoursey

facility. Twenty-four trainees will graduate. We’re all 
invited to attend. Thirty-four people are registered for 
the 2018 class.
OMGA: Jim attended the recent OMGA Leadership 
Forum and the Board of Directors meeting. We 
are encouraged to submit articles for the quarter 
newsletter, The Gardeners’ Pen. There is concern that 
the OMGA website is not being used. OSU will be 
revising its site in March 2018. OMGA’s budget is 
suffering because there wasn’t a mini-college this year. 
A complaint form has been designed to capture and 
address complaints. All Board of Directors positions 
were filled, by election, except for President-Elect. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30.
Respectfully submitted by Janet Rogers 

Board Minutes continued from Page 3
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Bug Group News
At this month’s Bug Group meeting, 
Bev Loos, Penny Esplin and I 
designed and set up a new display 
box requested by Elaine. It compares 
beetles (Coleoptera) and True Bugs 
(Hemiptera) and compares the native 
predatory Rough Stinkbugs and
their nearly identical-looking Brown 

Marmorated Stink Bugs which are damaging so much 
fruit in recent years. 

Those of you in the know are aware that adult beetles 
have a straight line down the middle of their backs, the 
separating border of the 2 hard wing-covers called elytra. 
Also, that the dorsal view of adult Hemiptera appears as 

an X, with a 
triangle shape 
above and below 
the X, where the 
wings cross. 

Bug Group will not 
meet in December, 
but in January we 
will be back in the main floor conference room at the 
office building from 10 to noon on the third Wednesday 
January 13th. At that meeting we will consider the 
Hemiptera again, and go more deeply into ID of the 
Marmorateds, called for short, BMSB.

Photo by C. Hedstrom, Horticulture Dept., Oregon 
State University.

Carol Horning

The Garden 
in NovemberThe Garden 
in November
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Companion Plantings: 
   Tomatoes and Roses

This past winter I was reading my 
gardening books and searching 
the internet for ideas on growing 
vegetables near each other that 
may be beneficial to each other. 
I came across several references 
saying roses and tomatoes make 
good companions in the garden.
This sounded interesting so I 

looked closer to learn how these two plants may benefit 
each other. 

Both have many of the same cultural requirements. 
Both grow best in full sun and slightly acidic nutrient-
rich soil, and both do best with consistently moist but 
not wet soil. My research suggested that the benefit 
to roses was that tomatoes potentially can protect 
roses against black spot. There is some evidence that 
the alkaloid solanine in tomatoes prevents the fungus 
that causes black spot. Solanine is a toxic alkaloid that 
also has pesticidal properties found in plants in the 

nightshade family. I could find nothing in the literature 
stating that roses have any benefit to tomatoes. 

Both tomatoes and roses can be susceptible to 
verticillium wilt which is a fungus that stays in soil 
where diseased vegetables or other diseased plants 
were previously grown. Today most rose rootstock is R. 
multiflora which is resistant. To be safe plant tomatoes 
that are resistant to the fungus. 

Finding no other warning I decided to plant a tomato 
in the Rose Garden. Since we use no chemicals to 
control black spot or insects Fred Klatz and I decided 
this would be a good experiment. The Home Garden 
was experimenting with several methods of growing 
tomatoes and had two Early Girl plants left that were 
past their prime but still had potential. Space was found 
among the roses that would provide sufficient room for 
the plants to grow without crowding the rose bushes. 
Holes were dug deep enough to leave only the top 
leaves uncovered. No fertilizer was added and none was 
applied during the summer. A drip line was put around 
each plant and connected to the drip irrigation system 
in the Rose Garden. A tall tomato cage was installed 
over each plant. Both the roses and the tomato plants 
received water twice a week for 45 minutes throughout 
the summer starting in mid-June.

Back to Table of Contents

Laveryne Gray

Tomatoes and Roses Continued on Page 7



Page 7 — The Garden Gate Newsletter

By early July we noticed that the tomato plants were 
thriving, had set fruit and were getting quite tall and 
bushy. The rose bushes all looked good and showed 
almost no signs of black spot. We did not prune any 
leaves or vines from the tomato plants. By late August 
the tomatoes were 6 ft. tall completely hid the cages, 
and loaded with ripening tomatoes. We then stopped 
watering the tomatoes. None of the Master Gardeners 
we talk to had ever seen their tomatoes grow this well. 
One Master Gardener said he has been growing Early 
Girl tomatoes for 20 years and has never seen anything 
like these tomatoes.

On September 11 we evaluated and tasted tomatoes 
both in the Rose Garden and in the Home Garden. We 
did not observe any of the tomatoes in the Rose Garden 
to have cracking or blossom end rot and all the ripe 
tomatoes were a consistent size for the variety. Many 
of the tomatoes in the Home Garden trials showed 
signs of cracking and blossom end rot. The skin of the 
Rose Garden tomatoes was less tough than those in the 
Home Garden. The tomatoes grown in straw as a dry 
land crop in the Home Garden were somewhat sweeter 

in flavor. In a second taste test on September 23rd two 
people thought the tomatoes in the Rose Garden were 
their favorite for flavor and texture. The others who 
participated felt those grown in straw had better flavor. 
We do not know what the yield was compared to those 
grown in the Home Garden since we were growing 
them for prevention of black spot on roses and never 
thought to harvest and weigh how many pounds of fruit 
they produced.

Do tomato plants have any other benefit to roses? In 
the spring we decided to remove the Fragrant Cloud 
bush this fall because it has never looked healthy, had 
produced few flowers each year, and always had black 
spot. This rose is an own-root rose planted in 2010. On 
October 2nd we were in the Rose Garden checking the 
bushes for black spot and other disease and noticed this 
rose. Not only did it not show any sign of black spot but 
had grown much taller (at least double what it was in 
July), had many new canes and most of the canes had 
flower buds. Now we do not plan to remove Fragrant 
Cloud. We have no other explanation for the sudden 
change in this rose so maybe this is another benefit how 
tomato plants are beneficial to roses. 

By Laveryne Gray

Back to Table of Contents
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A Season to Celebrate
This October month in our 
household was a season 
of plenty and a season of 
loss. While my fall garden 
was heavy with harvest, we 
celebrated the passing of three 
extended family members, a 
family friend, and a family cow. 

As we boarded the plane to 
fly to Ohio and then Kansas, pumpkins were lined up 
on the kitchen counter tops, pole beans too stubborn to 
dry on the vine with the others were sprawled drying 
on pieces of cardboard in the playroom, green tomatoes 
hung on their vines by strings from the plumbing in the 
ceiling of the basement. The kale, swiss chard, oversized 
carrots, and beets with not enough summer left to grow 
as plump and lovely as the ones in LifeSource, would 
be ok left in the soil, even if the weather turned bad 
during our absence. The birds were feasting on the fall 
peas anyway. The house sitter had instructions to cut and 
bring in the final pumpkin that was still streaked with a 
little green, in the event the temperatures were predicted 
to drop below freezing during the night. Handfuls of 
mixed seeds of crimson clover, oats, mustard, field peas 
and rye had been hastily scattered to grow a cover crop 
over the bare spots where other crops had previously 
been pulled. The drip irrigation system was turned off 

and drained, the timer 
dismantled and stored. The 
greenhouse was closed up. 
The hibernating Mason 
Bees would have to stay 
outside until we returned, 
no matter the weather. 
The animals were stocked 
with extra bags of food. 
Although not the optimum 
time to leave the garden 
for a few weeks, the plane 
left the tarmac anyway.

During our stay in Kansas, I spent an endearing evening 
with my sweet aunt of 93 years under a yellow lamp 
in her electric lift easy chair, flipping through the 
family cookbook. My grandmother, poor soul, spent 30 
consecutive years of her life either pregnant or nursing 
15 children, all born at home. My grandmother only 
lost one child at birth due to being kicked by a cow 
in her ninth month while milking. The others lived 
full lifetimes, the majority into their late 80’s or ’90s. 
I remember my grandmother in her housedress and 
apron, her hunched back bending over the vegetables in 
her garden. Her pantry was always stocked with jars and 
jars of fruits, vegetables and meats which she canned 
all summer on her wood stove in her water bath canner. 
According to my aunt, she never owned a pressure 

Back to Table of Contents

January MCMGA Speaker:
Carol Adelman -  
“Growing Gorgeous Peonies”
Carol Adelman will present “Growing 
Gorgeous Peonies” on January 23 at 
the Salem Public Library. 

Carol is the owner of Adelman Peony 
Gardens, coauthor of Peony - The Best Varieties for Your 
Garden, a member of the American Peony Society board 
of directors and president of the Pacific North West 
Peony Society.

Adelman Peony Gardens is one of America’s leading peony 
growers and has been awarded “Best of Show” by the 
American Peony Society for eight of the last 15 years. The 
garden is located at 5690 Brooklake Rd. NE, Salem. 

A Season to Celebrate Continued on Page 9
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cooker. Amazingly, no 
one was sickened by her 
canned food. (Warning: 
Do not attempt to can 
vegetables and meats in a 
water bath canner in your 
own kitchen. Canning 
low acid foods without 

the higher heat of a pressure cooker poses serious risk 
of creating botulism toxin (Clostridium botulinum).) 
My aunt and I sat reviving old memories and pointing 
while I took pictures with my phone of recipes such as 
Homemade Mincemeat and Pie with ingredients calling 
for three hog heads, 20 tart apples, chopped, and enough 
other ingredients to fill a bathtub. There were directions 
for preparing Vinegar Pie, Spiced Apples, Beet Pickles, 
Zucchini Marmalade, Green Tomato Pie, Zucchini Pie 
and Southern Corn Pudding. The delightfulness went 
on, each recipe bearing the name of the kin that valued 
its flavor and significance. The whole experience made 
me excited to try some of these recipes on my family 
this Thanksgiving.
Memories of my grandmother in her garden have 
probably contributed to my feeling of being at home in 
my own. I tend to talk with my plants. Call me crazy, 
but I feel like they produce better when they are happy. 
When I pull them up at the end of the season, I verbally 
thank them for filling our bellies. I was thankful and 
more than sad, after we returned from visiting our 
families, and needed to say goodbye to the dear cow 
who had also filled our bellies for many years. The 
decision was appropriate for the circumstances, but none 
the less hard to bear. 
Reconnecting with our families took some of the sting 
out of saying goodbye to our cherished loved ones. I am 
reminded of how important these holiday days are. We 
look back on the bounty of the season and are thankful. 
We create new memories that our loved ones can carry 
in their hearts. Then, some day, when the harvest is 
heavy and winter is around the bend, they can cozy up 
with their own families and feast and pass on the stories 
about how things were done “back then”. This is the best 
time of our lives, the time to celebrate.
Blessings to you and yours! 
By Bev Loos

Back to Table of Contents

Like and Follow the 
    MCMGA Facebook Page 
Our public facebook page now has more than 415 
followers and 400 likes. The page is proving to be a 
major source of how members and the public learn 
about our workshops, speakers and events. 
“Liking” and “following” our facebook page brings 
important up-to-date information about MCMGA 
events directly to you facebook newsfeed. 
You will be happy to know that connecting with 
our page is easy and only takes a minute. Just 
go to our facebook page https://www.facebook.
com/Marion-County-Master-Gardeners-
Association-1862283030720633/ and click on “Like” 
and “Follow.” 
Then, when you see one of our posts on your newsfeed 
page, click Share! This simple step action will help 
MCMGA connect with even more members of the 
community. 
LIKE...FOLLOW...SHARE

Join the MCMGA 
    Members Only Facebook Page
As a member of MCMGA you now have the 
opportunity to join a MCMGA members only “closed 
facebook group.” A “closed group” means that people 
other than members can see that the group exists, but 
are not able to see any posts, names, etc. unless they 
are provided membership to the group by the site 
administrators (Victoria Binning and Judy O’Neill). 
The members only facebook group gives you a fun site 
where you can post and share interesting gardening 
articles, photos of your garden or other gardens, and 
communicate with your MCMGA colleagues about 
gardening, and upcoming MCMGA events and 
workshops, etc. 
Are you ready to give this a try? Just paste https://www.
facebook.com/groups/643219132732735/ into your 
browser. You will come to a page where you can request 
membership in the closed facebook group. Your request 
will go to the group administrators for approval. 

Join us! It will be fun! 

A Season to Celebrate Continued from Page 8
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Thank You to Those Who Serve
A new MCMGA Board was elected 
at the monthly meeting in November 
and will take office in January. There 
are a number of changes in how this 
new Board will work, based on the 
bylaws changes that were approved last 
spring.
The Vice President position was 

changed to President Elect with the idea being that the 
President Elect would become the next president. Dale 
Marande is our first President Elect.
Another new position is Treasurer Elect, with the person 
in that position in line to become the next Treasurer. 
Roberta Bigelow continues as Treasurer and Margrit 
Angeloni is the Treasurer Elect.
Joyce Zook is taking over from Janet Rogers as Secretary.
Carol Sutkus continues as Membership Chair, with 
the assistance of Bonnie Greener. One of the duties 
of Membership is to chair the Membership Relations 
Committee, which includes the Mentor Coordinator, 
Sue MacGlashan, as well as the Help Desk Coordinators, 
Rich Clarkson and Julie Biddle. Elaine Smith, after many 
years of overseeing the Help Desk, is stepping back a bit 
although she will still be doing a lot of Help Desk duty.
Eric Suing is taking over as Plant Sale Chair, with major 
support from Krista Richey and Dale. There are many 
people filling various roles on the Plant Sale Committee, 
with meetings already being called and much re-potting 
work being done.
The Marion Garden Representative is Laveryne Gray. She 
is the Education Rep on the Garden Committee, which 
also includes Pete Petersen from the maintenance team, 
Kathy O’Neal from the greeter/coordinator team and 
Carol Sutkus and Janet Rogers from the greenhouse team. 
Farouk Husseini is filling a new position - Education 
Representative, whose role is to oversee and report on 
all our education activities, from the Help Desk to 
workshops in the Garden. This includes the Speakers 
Bureau under Tobie Habeck, Garden Consulting under 
Gretchen Coppedge and Kathy Outland, and the 
Community Plant Clinic, which is now under Trinity 
Sheraden as Roger Keiffer is turning over the reins after 
many years of service. The Education Rep also oversees 

the Junior Master Gardener program under Kelly Noack 
and Jim Liskey, the Seed to Supper project under Steve 
and Kristie Kalb, and the Bug Group outreach under 
Carol Horning and Penny Esplin. The task of organizing 
the monthly speaker meetings, which used to be handled 
by the Vice President, is now being taken over by a 
committee chaired by Miriam Brand.
Another new position is Communication Representative, 
whose task is to oversee all of our publicity and 
communication efforts, from our new website and our 
Facebook page to the monthly newsletter. Judy O’Neill 
is the Communication Rep with able assistance from 
Victoria Binning, Trinity, and Elaine. 
Since no one stood for election for the OMGA 
Representative position and since the OMGA Alternate 
position has been eliminated, the plan is to have the 
responsibility for reporting to and attending the quarterly 
OMGA meetings rotate among the Board members.
Finally, there is one Member at Large position being filled 
on the Board - by Cyndy Shorter, a member of the Class 
of 2017.
We all owe a huge thank-you to all our members who 
are willing to take on the challenge of organizing and 
managing the work that MCMGA does. There are thirty-
three members named in this article but there are more 
than that doing the actual work. The end of the year is an 
appropriate time to take note of all the contributions and 
to extend sincere thanks. And of course to tender best 
wishes and warmth for the holiday season.

The Oregon Garden - Christmas in the Garden

The holidays, lights and a garden. Wow! What can be 
better than that? Christmas in the Garden runs from 
November 27 through December 31.  
For more information visit www.oregongarden.org/
christmas-in-the-garden

Bill Sutkus

Back to Table of Contents
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New MCMGA Web Site ... 
http://www.marioncomga.org
Be sure to visit your new MCMGA web site. The 
site was visited by 130 people during it’s first week. 

Exciting new features of the website include:
• schedule of workshops and events complete with

online registration.
• user friendly contact forms where the public

can email questions, or request a speaker, plant
clinic, or consultation for their organization.

• an interactive map of the Demonstration
Garden.

• a news section that features the Garden Gate,
articles written by Master Gardeners and
more.

• a healthy number of photos to show off our
great work in the community.

• a special “members only” password protected
page where you can access the information
you need, learn about opportunities to
volunteer, sign up for the help desk and
plant clinics, etc. The “members” login
and password were emailed by Neil on
November 14th. If you need the login and
password, email Carol Sutkus, Membership
Chair.

If you have questions about the website, 
email the communications team at joneill@ 
willamette.edu.{

Tip! Customize the Events 
You See on Your Members Page 
Calendar
You can customize your calendar view on the 
Members page. Just click on the little green 
“Categories” box and then click to activate 
the category of events you want to see: 
clinics, members, speakers and workshops. 
If you activate all four categories you will 
see all events. Categories become blue when they are 
activated, and white when they are inactivated. 

Back to Table of Contents
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— January Workshops in the Garden and Community —
Save the Dates

Back to Table of Contents

Pruning Grapes
Saturday, January 13, 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Marion Demonstration Garden  
3180 Center St NE, Salem

Learn how to prune and train grape vines onto trellis 
forms. Six different trellis forms will be demonstrated. 
The grapes in the Marion Demonstration Garden are in 
year 2 of the plot makeover. Online registration will be 
available in mid-December. 

Scion Wood Gathering
Saturday, January 13, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Marion Demonstration Garden  
3180 Center St NE, Salem

Learn how to select, cut and store fruit tree scions. 
The scions will then be used for grafting onto certified 
disease resistant root stock at a spring grafting 
workshop. Registration is available in mid-December. 

Tuesday, January 16, 11:00 a.m. - Noon 
Bauman Farm  
12989 Howell Prairie Rd, Gervais

Learn how to select, cut and store fruit tree scions for 
grafting in early spring. Online registration will be 
available in mid-December. 

Introduction to Landscaping 
   with Native Plants
Saturday, January 27, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
5090 Center St., Salem 
Corner of Center St. and Cordon Rd. NE

Elizabeth Powers, founder of Garden Angels Landscape 
Design and Consulting will cover basic landscape design 
principles using native plants and other hardy plants in 
your garden. She will focus on plants that are easiest for 
home gardeners to care for. Attendees will learn about 
common design uses, soil and exposure needs of the 
plants discussed in the workshop. Online registration 
will be available in mid-December. 

Pruning Grapes
Saturday, January 27, 10:00 a.m. - Noon 
Calvary Orchard 
1550 Hoffman Rd. NE

This workshop covers basic grape pruning techniques 
plus year 2 of restoring overgrown vines. How to 
increase productivity and manage grapes for optimum 
yield will be covered. Online registration will be 
available in mid-December. 
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Vegetable Gardening in Raised Beds
I had the pleasure of visiting with Hank Burroughs Plot 
Manager of the Raised Beds. Hank is so very passionate 
about what he is trying to accomplish and educating 
people on how they can grow a nutritious vegetable 
garden in a small space. When I met with him; he was 
harvesting one of the many plantings of sweet potatoes 
he had grown this year. 

He planted three varieties of Sweet Potatoes. During 
the growing season there were some problems with the 
watering system. Even with the lack of water during 
part of the growing system, Hank was able to harvest a 
nice crop of sweet potatoes and was able to evaluate the 
three different varieties of sweet potatoes grown.

There are eight raised beds in the garden, each built 
from cement blocks and each with its own growing 
conditions: i.e. different soils, different pH and some 
with soil that drains at different rates. The conditions 
in the beds are the same conditions a home gardener 
would face. Also, every year crops are rotated from 
one bed to another and cover crops are planted to help 
provide nutrition to the soil in the spring.

Seven of the beds are dedicated to growing various 
vegetable crops over our growing season. Hank wants to 
show the home gardener that they can grow crops in a 
raised bed that will provide a nutritious meal. Some of 
the crops he grew this year were: three varieties of sweet 
potatoes, red potatoes, soy beans, several varieties of 
peas over the season, black-eyed peas and yellow peas 
for drying, zucchini and tomatoes [one that was 
grafted]. Each vegetable variety was evaluated and 
different techniques were used to extend the growing 
season.

For the late fall and winter growing season plantings 
are in bed 6 and 7. Hank has planted the following 
vegetables: kale, radish, beets, carrots, cabbage, broccoli, 
kohlrabi, cauliflower and rutabaga. Some of the 
vegetables can be eaten as greens which make a nice 
addition to salads.

I encourage people to go out to the garden and see what 
is happening, talk to the plot managers get a fresh view 
point on what is happening in the world of gardening.

Thank you, Hank, you gave me a new perspective on 
how I would like to set up a raised bed garden and  
what can be grown in a small space to provide variety to 
a meal. {

By Linda Benjamin

Back to Table of Contents
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 — MCMGA Announcements —

Graduation - December 11 - 7:00 PM
All members of MCMGA are invited to attend graduation  
for the class of 2017 on Monday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m. 

at Center 50+.  Twenty-four trainees will graduate. 
Veterans are asked to bring hand-held dessert/snack. 

— MCMGA — 
Monthly Meetings 

PLOT MANAGERS 
Monday, December 4th, Noon
MC Health Services Building

BUG GROUP
No Meeting in December

BOARD
Monday, December 11th 
1:00 p.m. OSU Extension Office

KBZY
Tune-In Every Thursday 
8:40 a.m. on 1490 AM

GARDEN WORKDAY
Every Monday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
Marion Demonstration Garden

Back to Table of Contents

MCMGA Tee-Shirts, 
Sweatshirts, Vests, 
Aprons and Tote Bags 
Available

Click here to order tee-shirts 
and sweatshirts.  
Click here to order vests, 
aprons, and tote bags.

Send completed form and 
check to Bonnie Greener. 

Contact Bonnie if you have 
questions. 

The Garden Gate Newsletter for the Marion County 
Master GardenerTM Association is produced in 
cooperation with the OSU Extension Service, and is 
published and distributed monthly to all of the  
MCMGA members.

Send submissions, pictures, feedback, and comments to: 
gardengatenews@gmail.com

January Garden Gate Submission Deadline is December 27

Volunteers Needed
December Office Plant Clinic.

Sign up Here 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054fa9aa28a0f58-office

Garden Maintenance team member. 
Contact Pete Petersen

Jr. Master Gardener program. 
Contact Jim Liskey or Kelly Noack

Hospitality for Marion Garden workdays. 
Contact Barbara Slimak

Plant Sale. 
Contact Eric Suing

http://marioncomga.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Merchandise-order-form-T-sweatehirts.xlsx
http://marioncomga.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Merchandise-order-form-Misc.xlsx
mailto:gardengatenews%40gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submission
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054fa9aa28a0f58-office


 Page 15 — The Garden Gate Newsletter

 — MCMGA Calendar of Events —
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DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME

Saturday, Dec. 2 Back Yard Wildlife/Pollinator Habitat OSU Extension Office 9:00 AM - Noon

Monday, Dec. 4 Work Day In The Garden Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Monday, Dec. 4 Plot Managers Meeting Marion Co Health & Services Bldg. Noon - 1:00 PM

Tuesday, Dec. 5 Salem Hardy Plant Society Mission Mill Dye House 7:00 PM

Wednesday, Dec. 6 Maintenance Day Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Thursday, Dec. 7 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Sunday, Dec. 10 Salem Holiday Market (MCMGA Plant Clinic) Oregon State Fairgrounds 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Monday, Dec. 11 Work Day In The Garden Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Monday, Dec. 11 MCMGA Board Meeting OSU Extension Office 1:00 PM

Monday, Dec. 11 Graduation - Master Gardener Class 2017 Center 50+ Auditorium 7:00 PM

Wednesday, Dec. 12 Maintenance Day Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Thursday, Dec. 14 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Monday, Dec. 18 Work Day In The Garden Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Wednesday, Dec. 20 Maintenance Day Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Thursday, Dec. 21 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Monday, Dec. 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Wednesday, Dec. 27 Maintenance Day Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Thursday, Dec. 28 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Monday, Jan. 1 NEW YEARS DAY HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Tuesday, Jan. 2 Salem Hardy Plant Society Mission Mill Dye House 7:00 PM

Wednesday, Jan. 3 Maintenance Day Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Thursday, Jan. 4 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 110
Salem, Oregon 97301
503-373-3770

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to  
all programs.)

Thanks to our Garden Gate sponsor!
The Greenhouse Catalog at 

3740 Brooklake Rd . NE
Keizer, OR 97303


