
Marion Master Gardener’s Demonstration Garden 

Rain Garden 

 The title of ‘Rain Garden’ can be a little misleading. It is not, as the name might imply, a garden where 

rain collects and we put plants that thrive on an abundance of water. It is not a marshy area like a 

burrow or ditch along a road or in a wetland where you might find plants such as cattails or lily pads.  

 Our demonstration ‘Rain Garden’ is instead a type of filtration system designed for rain that falls on 

impervious surfaces. This system filters water that would otherwise leach oils, grease and other toxic 

materials into our drains and sewers, which can pollute our streams, lakes, bays, drinking water sources 

and wildlife habitats. 

 A rain garden is usually a flat-bottomed, sunken area in which the depth and width is based on how 

much water it will need to filter and the type of soil in your garden. The rain garden has an inflow and an 

overflow. The water you choose to filter through your garden must have enough area so that, though it 

may fill your garden at times, it will be absorbed fairly quickly to prevent flooding outside its boundaries. 

We are using our garden to filter out pollutants from rainwater that falls on Building #1, our Education 

Building. A rain garden should mimic a natural forest, meadow or prairie condition where storm water is 

filtered. 

 Plants included in this garden must be hardy and able to live in less than ideal conditions. They must be 

able to withstand many types of pollutants. That being said, when considering plants for a rain garden 

you must also choose plants that like water but can live without it for a while when rain is not in 

abundance. Taking these desired features into account, plants that are native at the edges of streams, 

whose water maybe overflowing for a time and completely dry at others and yet the plants survive, 

make the most sense. Consider the plants that we have placed in our garden as examples. The Red 

Twigged Dogwood (or Red Osier Dogwood), is native to the edges of our rivers here in Oregon. The 

Snow Berry, grasses and rushes can also be found close to the river’s edge. These plants are hardy and 

are not easily affected by great change in weather and watering conditions. Originally Rosemary was 

planted in this garden but we found that unless it is specifically a bog Rosemary, it will not be resistant 

to such harsh conditions. Plants should be based on where you live and the amount of rainfall and sun 

your garden will be experiencing. Our plant choices are based on the Willamette Valley rainfall in a full 

sun environment. We also tried to incorporate different visual and beneficial features, such as plants 

that flower or have berries. We chose the Red Osier Dogwood not only for its native qualities but 

because of the vibrant red color of the ‘twigs’ when they are pruned yearly. 

 An excellent source of information and step by step plans to creating your own rain garden can be 

found in ‘The Oregon Rain Garden Guide’ put out by Oregon Sea Grant, Corvallis, Oregon ORESU-H-10-

001, a collective effort by Sea Grant Oregon, OSU, NOAA, East Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation 

District Jackson Soil & Water Conservation District and OEC (Oregon Environmental Council) 

 

http://seagrant.oregonstate.edu/sgpubs/oregon-rain-garden

