
Wildlife safari/treasure hunt in your neighborhood 

In this assignment, you will be looking around your local environment – your own home, yard, or 

neighborhood—and using your powers of observation to identify situations in which people (and our 

land uses) intersect with use (or not) by wildlife. Some of those intersections could be perceived as 

positive, others as negative, and some might have a little of both. It’s OK to not have all the details or to 

be “right” – This is an exercise to get you noticing and thinking and sharing so we can all learn! 

Before we meet, see if you can find at least one example in AT LEAST 2 categories of the following 

situations: 

 You see evidence of negative effect(s) wild animals have had on plants valued by humans: 

o Describe the situation – Plant species/type, whether plant is native/non-native, location of plant 

(e.g., inside a fenced yard?), effect of animal(s) on plant, etc.: 

o What are some potential solutions? Are they feasible and sustainable? 

 You see evidence of negative interaction(s) between wild animals and other animals valued by 

humans: 

o Describe the situation –What are the species/type of the wild and other animals? Are either or 

both species native wildlife, domestic livestock, pets, or __? What’s the location or situation in 

which the interaction takes place and what are the effects of the interaction? 

o What are some potential solutions? Are they feasible and sustainable? 

 You see evidence of negative interaction(s) between wild animals and human beings 

themselves. (This could include humans in vehicles.) The negative effect could either happen to 

the human OR the animal: 

o Describe the situation –Species/type of the wild animals, location or situation in which the 

interaction takes place, effects of the interaction: 

o What are some potential solutions? Are they feasible and sustainable? 

 You see evidence of negative interaction(s) between wild animals and human “stuff” – 

structures, property, infrastructure. The negative effect could either happen to the human OR 

the animal: 

o Describe the situation –Species/type of the wild animals, location or situation in which the 

interaction takes place, effects of the interaction: 

o What are some potential solutions? Are they feasible and sustainable? 

 You see evidence of positive (or attempted positive) effect(s) for wild animals due to plants, 

landscaping, or other human-chosen features: 

o Describe the situation –First, what animal species seem to benefit? How do they benefit? 

o If plants: What is the plant species/type, is the plant is native/non-native, what arrangement of 

plants seem especially beneficial, what benefits you think the animal(s) are deriving, etc.  

o You could similarly assess the effects of feeders, water sources, structures or arrangements 

of features. 

o What are some key factors that seem to make these features useful to and usable by the animals? 

Are they feasible and sustainable?  

o What could be drawbacks? 



 You see evidence of attempts to prevent or manage a potential conflict between wild animals 

and human “stuff” (plants, buildings, human-owned animals): 

o Describe the situation –What are the species/type of the wild animals and what type of 

interaction is being managed? How is it being managed? 

o Is the intervention working effectively?  


