
MCMGA Board 
Meeting Minutes
April 19, 2018 
President Bill Sutkus called the 
meeting to order at 9:05 am. 
Attendees: Bill Sutkus, Dale 
Marande, Margrit Angeloni, Carol 

Sutkus, Judy O’Neill, Trinity Sheraden, Laveryne Gray, 
Cyndy Shorter, Joyce Zook. Excused absence: Roberta 
Bigelow and Eric Suing. Guest: Jeanne Brown and 
Victoria Binning. 

Agenda was finalized and minutes of the March 15 
Board of Directors meeting were approved as published 
in the newsletter. 

Treasurer’s Report: Margrit reviewed Roberta’s 
financial report (3-1-18 through 3-31-18), 
highlighting a few expenditures. The spreadsheet 
showing line items for the budget with current 
balances can be found on the member’s page of 

the website. The treasurer’s report was approved 
unanimously. Margrit will join the group of corporate 
officers for meetings the remaining six months of 2018.

Governance
Strategic Plan: This document is available on the 
member’s page of the website. Bill emphasized that the 
plan is not a “blueprint;” we will prioritize portions of 
the plan, such as we have done with the practicums. 
Each month the board will discuss what priorities 
to pursue in the plan and review current activities 
related to the plan. It was moved, seconded, and passed 
unanimously to adopt the Strategic Plan. Judy had a 
concern about the wording of “bumper stickers” in the 
document. Bill stated that Strategy 4c will be changed 
to reflect a broader selection of marketing options. 
Cyndy inquired about progress reports for tracking 
purposes and it was agreed that the Corporate Officers 
would come up with some sort of tracking-progress 
document to accompany the strategic plan document. 
Continuing Education Hours in VRS: Recording 
Hours in the VRS: The rules for what hours qualify 
to be recorded in the VRS need to be clarified, in the 
Standing Rules. Continuing Education hours require 
prior approval (by Neil). Neil usually indicates this 
approval when he sends out an announcement for a 
class/workshop/event. For any special authorization, 
Neil will notify the Membership team members, who 
verify entries made by members. As for Volunteer 
Service Hours, they need to be performed in 
connection with an approved MGMCA project or 
activity. If a member enters VRS hours under the 
wrong category, the Membership team may change 
it to reflect the appropriate category; then let the 
member know.
It was moved, seconded, and passed unanimously that 
the Standing Rules clarify this process of approvals and 
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recording both CE and Volunteer Service hours in the 
VRS.
Backing up and Archiving Documents: Janie Jenne 
is the go-to person for any historical information; she 
utilizes the OSU Box, which has unlimited capacity. 
Current activities, including gardening regulations, 
plant sale, awards, help desk, education, finance, 
minutes, etc. are “backed-up” utilizing the OSU Box. 
All of this archiving and backup will be accessible 
to the membership as “read only”. Membership 
information is not accessible here. Member directories 
will contain member contact information.
Chemeketa: Victoria reported that she and Neil 
attended a meeting of the Design Team making 
plans for the Ag. Complex Building at CCC. 
Many stakeholders were invited. OSU Extension is 
committed to the project, so there will be a targeted 
meeting with them to determine goals. Neil, Dale 
and Victoria will attend this meeting with the FFA 
Architectural Firm out of Portland. Fall 2020 is the 
goal for completion; breaking ground is scheduled in 
2019.
Fundraising: It was suggested that MCMGA set 
up an account with Bottle Drop Recycle Center and 
provide cards for Master Gardeners so when they 
individually return bottles, MCMGA will be credited 
with the value of the bottles returned. It was moved, 
seconded, and passed unanimously that we restrict 
the bottle return fundraising to Master Gardener 
members.
OSU Accepts Online Signatures: Victoria reported 
that Gayle has convinced the Risk Management team. 
Victoria will work out the details.

Oversight of Operations
Plant Sale: Dale reported that preparations have 
gone well and they are gearing up for the move to 
the sale site. He reported that all our prices are very 
competitive, if not lower, than stores in the area. 
Communications Committee: Judy outlined the 
historical steps leading to the current communications 
committee and priorities, which resulted in the fliers, 
newsletter, website, Facebook page, and SignUp 
Genius. Elaine Smith, Victoria Binning, and Judy are 

currently the co-chairs of the committee and also the 
major “doers” of these activities.These projects have 
been enormously successful but have generated a lot 
of work for the three core individuals. Judy identified 
the need for task forces, advisory group, and a chair 
person to coordinate/oversee/manage the tasks and 
look at new options, such as for videotaping and 
more photography. Several trainees have volunteered 
time to assist with the communications committee, 
and Judy will follow-up with them. Judy is willing to 
continue the core work she is doing on the newsletter, 
fliers, and web site. but someone else needs to be 
the Communication Representative to the Board, to 
coordinate and oversee all our communication efforts.
Education Committee: Trinity provided an Education 
Quarterly Report for 1st Quarter, 2018, which includes 
descriptions of all outreach projects/programs/
workshops and all the contacts with the public 
(Activities -1421; Workshops - 349). New activities 
this quarter include an Aumsville Saturday market; 
Aumsville Corn Festival; ODOT clinic; City of Salem 
Library clinic; Bush Gardens Plant Sale; Stayton 
Wilco Green Friday Clinic; and assistance to the Polk 
Co. MGs. Trinity is pursuing outreach to Woodburn, 
and it was suggested that we add the question to our 
trainee application form: “In which languages are 
you proficient?” because of the Hispanic and Russian 
populations there. Toby and Jeanne live in Woodburn 
and may be able to help with contacts to the garden 
club there as well as the library and the Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Farm. 
Laveryne reported that nearly half of attendees for 
workshops have been non-master gardeners. She 
recommends that workshops be limited to no more 
than two per year on the same workshop topic in 
any one city in Marion County. Native plants and 
Vegetables have been popular. Laveryne needs more 
help with arranging the workshops. Judy suggested 
that guidelines be used for tracking the educational 
events. Two months prior to the scheduled event would 
be beneficial for getting all marketing methods in 
place. Finding a facility for the workshop is sometimes 
challenging. A workshop for “Grafting vegetables” has 
been requested on short notice. 

Board Meeting Minutes Continued on Page 3
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Trinity suggested that sometimes we might need to say 
“No, but maybe next year.”
Carol suggested that the Corporate Officers meet soon 
to look at restructuring both the Communications and 
the Education to address the success that has occurred 
in these areas, and how they can be sustainable. A 
motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously 
that the Corporate Officers examine the structure of 
the Education Committee and the Communication 
Committee. Meeting for Corporate Officers, Trinity 
Sheraden and the Communication Team of Judy, 
Elaine, and Victoria is set for April 27 at 9 am.
Marion Garden: Laveryne reported that we have two 
new plot managers (perennials and dahlias). At the 
plot manager meeting there was discussion of drinking 
water options and a hand-washing station. Twenty-
eight members were in the garden last Monday for 
work day.
Membership Report: About half of listed Master 

Gardeners are active. A new category on VRS: Citizen 
Science, which includes some indirect activities like 
bird counting and weather monitoring. A new trainee 
from Portland is getting volunteer hours to complete 
her program in Marion County. Her name is Kasey 
Marks.
OMGA: We are collecting items for the auction to 
fulfill a request for “silent auction” for G2.
Awards: The awards committee met to determine 
names for the awards, which will now be discussed 
with Neil. Regarding the “Rookie of the Year” 
award, the motion was made, seconded and passed 
unanimously that this award is determined using the 
same criteria as used for selecting the Master Gardener 
of the year, as listed in the Standing Rules. Previously 
the award was given based upon the number of 
volunteer hours only.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am. 

Respectfully submitted, Joyce Zook, Secretary

Oregon Master GardenerTM Association’s 

Growing Gardeners Conference 
July 12th - 14th, 2018 

at Linfield College in McMinnville 

Remember that this annual conference is open to all MG’s 
and individuals interested in a variety of educational,     

horticultural and gardening topics, including advanced 
classes for recertification. Careful consideration and 

thought has been given to the selection of interesting and 
experienced speakers for the Friday and Saturday classes, 

workshops and educational tours.  

Fun, friendship and fellowship plus fabulous               
classes await you this year at the OMGA’s                          

Growing Gardeners Conference.                              
(formerly OMGA Mini-College) 

Check out the OMGA website for detailed information: 

www.omga.org 

Board Meeting Minutes Continued from Page 6
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Thinking About Strategic Planning
The final version of the strategic plan was approved by 
the Board at its April meeting. 

The planning process started last fall with a survey 
of the membership followed by an Association-wide 
gathering - an all-day retreat attended by over 70 
members that was energizing for all. That retreat was the 
high point. It generated a formal planning process but 
also an informal movement.

On the formal pathway, there were a number of 
committee meetings that fleshed out the four major 
goal areas: 1) develop a partnership with Chemeketa, 
2) externally, increase our presence and provide more 
educational opportunities in the community, 3) 
internally, recruit and retain skilled people, with an 
emphasis on enhancing the expertise of our members, 
and 4) communicate our presence to the community. 
The final, fleshed-out plan is to be on the agenda for 
every Board meeting from now on - to be reviewed as to 
how we are doing and what we might do next. 

On the informal pathway, coming out of the October 
retreat there seemed to be a sense of taking a new look 
at what we were doing and of finding better ways to 
realize our mission. We got more involved outside of 
Salem, for instance partnering with Marion-Polk Food 
Share on a Seed to Supper program in Mill City that 
served seventeen families from that area. We increased 
the number of workshops we are doing. For the trainees, 
we included in their training a class on how to teach, 
on how to educate, which is of course our mission. And 
our communication capacity has increased dramatically 
what with our new website and members-only page, 
Facebook, flyers, etc. You can find all these activities 
listed as to-be-done in the Strategic Plan but they 
seemed to be happening more as a spirit moving the 
Association than as an adherence to some sort of plan.

Perhaps the prime example of informal movement is 
the practicums program, which is also mentioned in the 
Strategic Plan. After the October retreat and I think 
under the influence of that retreat, the Plot Managers 
at their November meeting proposed the practicum 
idea - that the trainees’ work for the Association should 
not be about grunt labor but should be about their 
learning and their contributing. This has resulted in 

fourteen different practicums, which are addressing a 
number of issues identified in the Strategic Plan as well 
as some not specifically addressed in that Plan, such as 
the futures of the Marion Garden and of the Plant Sale. 
Although I think the practicum program came from 
the strategic planning process, it is not so much about 
implementing a piece of the Strategic Plan as it is about 
creating a revitalized sense of engagement in achieving 
our mission. 

Whether we are formally implementing the plan or 
we are informally trying something new, it’s good 
to keep in mind that social planning is not akin to 
engineering. An engineer - based on previous tests, 
research, science - knows in advance the outcomes of 
putting in place a certain piece or structure. For social 
planning, the science and research are tentative, are 
best guesses at best. Thus, a strategic plan is less about 
steps in a blueprint and more about movement toward a 
goal. We will try various pieces in our plan … see what 
happens…evaluate and maybe revise or re-plan… and 
then try some more. 

By Bill Sutkus

Bug Group News
What a beautiful day we had on 
Wednesday, April 18th. The walk across 
the new "no cars" bridge out of the park 
by the river was very pleasant. 

Bug Group attendees Bev Loos, Penny 
Esplin, Beth Husseini, Tom Elliot and 
his wife, Anne Moore, and I strolled in 
the sunshine for most of a mile. Flowers 
were very few, insects even fewer, and 

since that is a restoration area, we couldn't leave the path to 
turn over downed logs. 

Tom and I "swept" grasses along the way and caught a couple 
of different flies, but nothing to add to the pinned collection. 
We did see a couple of ladybugs resting on grass blades, but 
left them in peace. 

Of interest, other than insects, was the number of runners and 
bicyclists making good use of the excellent paved trail. Several 
were pushing or towing wheeled vehicles carrying infants and 
toddlers to enjoy the lovely morning. Along with them, we 
had a very pleasant time. 

Carol Horning
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Favorite Gardening Tools of Our 
Master Gardeners …  
     What is Your Favorite Tool?
It finally feels like Spring has come to the valley. Just 
walking around my garden shows that Mother Nature 
is busy urging reluctant plants to start pushing their way 
through the earth. So, it’s time to get our trusted tools 
and tackle the chores that need to be done.

Elaine Smith likes her hand held spading fork to 
do some of the large chores that need to be done. 

But, Elaine’s favorite tool came factory 
installed, with five cultivating tines that 
fold into a trowel or scoop, degloves into a 
moisture checker and converts into a weed 

puller. And, best of all ... most gardeners 
already have this useful tool. Elaine’s 
favorite tool is her hand!!!! 

Bonnie Greener’s favorite tool is a Garden Cart. For 
Bonnie the cart allows her to complete the things that 
need to be done in her garden without wearing her out 
or hurting herself.

The cart is easier for her to handle than a wheel barrow. 
She has to be careful on hills though, because if she 
makes a sharp turn it may tip over. It can also get away 
from her if not parked correctly. Bonnie has been 
hauling rocks, soil, mulch, tree limbs, cinder blocks, etc. 
She had help putting it together but she probably could 
have put it together herself. Bonnie says her cart has 
been a good investment. 

Thank you to everyone that has responded to my emails 
regarding their favorite tool. In the next few months I 

will be writing about the other tool recommendations. 
So, if you have not yet responded to my emails regarding 
sending me information about your favorite tools, you 
still have time. Send your recommendations to me at: 
lbenjamin49@hotmail.com.

By Linda Benjamin

Approved Continuing 
Education Opportunities 
Native Seed Production, Pollinator Enhancement, 
and Habitat Restoration (riparian, oak woodland, 
pollinator hedgerows) On a Working Farm  
Tuesday, May 22nd, 9:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m. 
Heritage Seedlings Inc. Lake Farm 
Please RSVP to lboyer@heritageseedlings.com 
Lynda Boyer, Restoration Biologist and Native Plant 
Manager, Heritage Seedlings, Inc. 

Living on the Land Class - Soil & Weeds 
May 29, 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Silverton Grange located at 201 Division St. NE  
Living on the Land workshops are tailored for small 
acreage landowners and those new to managing land. 
Registration information is available online at http://
smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/mid-valley/events. Contact 
Victoria Binning at victoria.binning@oregonstate.edu 
for more information. Fee $10

Lord & Schryver Conservancy  
  Seeking a Member of Its Garden Committee
The Lord & Schryver Conservancy is looking for a 
new member of its Garden Committee. They meet on a 
monthly basis at the Gaiety Hollow garden in Salem, and 
are looking for someone(s) with horticulture knowledge, 
experience, and enthusiasm. Do you have a special interest 
in camellias, rhododendrons, soil, turf, IPM, or flowering 
trees? Perhaps you love to research? Or maybe you dig 
writing RFPs and managing projects? Lord & Schryver 
would love to hear from you. Please contact Lindsey 
lordschryvercurator@gmail.com if you are interested. 

mailto:lbenjamin49@hotmail.com
mailto:lboyer@heritageseedlings.com
http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/mid-valley/events
http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/mid-valley/events
mailto:victoria.binning%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:lordschryvercurator%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Tuesday, May 22, 7:00pm 
Salem Public Library,  
Loucks Auditorium
585 Liberty St. SE, Salem, Oregon 
Admission: Free

Witch’s Brooms or  
Using Dwarf Conifers 
in the Landscape
Speaker: Sam Pratt of Conifer Kingdom

Sam Pratt will discuss Witch’s Brooms 
and the horticultural significance of 
landscaping with low maintenance 
dwarf conifers. 

Witch’s Brooms is a mutation on a tree 
that causes a portion of the branches 
to grow much slower. Witch’s Brooms 
can be grafted to obtain a unique 
dwarf.  Many Witch’s Brooms produce 
cones with viable seed that give rise to 
dwarf seedlings.

Join us for a fun learning experience, 
refreshments and door prizes. 

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental 
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). If you or a family member will need accommodations for a disability in order to 
participate in one or more of our Extension programs, please contact Donita Godwin at 503-373-3775, two weeks prior to the scheduled program.

OSU Extension Service
1320 Capitol St NE, Suite 110
Salem, OR 97301

Master Gardener Help Desk: 503-373-3770
email: marionmg@oregonstate.edu 
web: https://marioncomga.org

Marion County
Master Gardeners™ Association

Back to Table of Contents 
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Reconsideration of Bee Trouble 
One of Webster’s definitions for the 
word “trouble” is “to agitate mentally or 
spiritually”. I have certainly experienced 
a sufficient amount of trouble over the 
devastation of my Blue Orchard Mason 
Bees (Osmia lignaria) last fall. And, 
although I hate to admit when I am 
wrong, it appears that I was looking 
at the wrong end of the rabbit when 

diagnosing the cause. The problem was not the summer 
heat, but the previous long cool rainy period of spring 
weather. This contributed to the incubation of a fungus 
called Chalkbrood (Ascosphaere spp.). 
While attending the BeeEvent in Albany during March, 
I picked up a booklet containing a small picture of 
infected larvae. I immediately recognized the poor dead 
thing known as a “mummy”. When I returned home, I 
began an extensive research, in books and online, into 
the fungus in question. (I have listed my resources at 
the end of this article.) Then I spent considerable time 
and energy boiling my research down into something 
palatable, and possibly interesting. I do not have pictures 
because the experience of discovering masses of dead 
bee larvae caused me considerable “trouble” and I did 
not think of taking pictures at the time.
The first thing that I discovered is that there is limited 
information online about how Chalkbrood affects 
solitary bees. I did quickly find that The Home Orchard 
Society has an alert on their home page stating that 
all of their Mason Bees have contracted the disease 
and they, therefore, have no cocoons available for 
distribution this year.
I began searching the scientific name of the fungus. 
Using this method, I located a few scientific papers. 
The papers all primarily focus on Chalkbrood’s 
effect on Honey Bees (Apis mellifera), with a vague 
mention in one about the Alfalfa Leafcutting Bee 
(Megachile rotundata) also being affected, possibly 
due to agricultural stress. The Xerxes Society, in their 
book listed below, states that there are several species 
of Ascosphaere fungi, and the ones that affect solitary 
bees are different than the one that affects Honey Bees. 
That blew away my hypothesis that my bees had caught 
the disease from neighboring Honey Bees that have 

frequented my yard.
That said, I feel that it is worth taking a look at how 
Honey Bees deal with this calamity. Chalkbrood in 
Honey Bees in the US has been identified since the 
early 1900’s. It is most aggressive in hives when it strikes 
during an unusually cool period when the larva are 
young and not many bees have had time to mature to 
adulthood. When adult bees are present, they warm the 
hive and reduce the spread of the disease. Incidence of 
the disease is reduced during warm summer months. 
Worker bees also manage the disease by uncapping 
the cells containing infected larva and dragging those 
infected larva to the door. Also, hive products are 
naturally anti-microbial. Due to these behaviors and 
environmental factors the pathogen usually only kills a 
subset of the hive population.
In addition to cool humid weather, other environmental 
stresses, including exposure to chemicals and poor 
bee keeping practices can be contributors to infection. 
Good hygiene practices for tools and hive materials is 
imperative. Some Honey Bee populations studied in 
Europe and Russia have been found to be resistant to 
the disease. There was some discussion about breeding 
disease resistant Honey Bee stocks. Genetic diversity 
is critical for hive health; highly inbred colonies are 
predisposed to infectious diseases. Testing of essential 
oils against some species of Ascosphaere fungi is being 
tried with varying degrees of success.
The Xerces Society book was most helpful regarding 
native bees. Newly emerging solitary bees, such as 
Mason Bees, become infested with Chalkbrood when 
they come in contact with spores left behind on 
previously used infected tubes or crawl past infected 
cocoons. A female that forages on a flower with infected 
pollen can carry the spores into the tube as she works 
to build the pollen food stock and then lays her egg. 
Female bees inspecting new tubes may also spread the 
spores around. As the larvae develop they ingest the 
spores. The fungus germinates inside the gut of its host, 
penetrating the gut wall, and eventually killing it. The 
infected larvae will often turn white if exposed to heat 
in the tube (thus the nickname of mummy). The fungus 
will sometimes produce fruiting bodies that then turn it 
dark brown or black.

Bev Loos

Reconsideration of Bee Trouble Continued on Page 3



 Page 8 — The Garden Gate Newsletter

Here is my plan of attack for this year:
1.  I have cleaned my surviving bee cocoons with a 

bleach solution prior to placing them outside in the 
bee house. I have also cleaned the bee house with the 
solution. I am using new straws in my tubes (this is a 
usual practice).

2.  I have moved my bee house back into direct sunlight 
to receive the most warmth possible during the early 
spring.

3.  I delayed putting the surviving cocoons out until 
later in April, after the worst of the rainy weather 
had passed.

I would be happy to glean additional insight from other 
interested parties who have had their own experience 
with Chalkbrood. Happy Spring! 

Additional Resources:
• Native Bee Guide, 2nd edition by Crown Bees.
• Attracting Native Pollinators, The Xerces Society 

Guide.
• Home Orchard Society, http://www.

homeorchardsociety.org/growfruit/bees/mason-bee-
alert-2/.

• Literature Review of Chalkbrood a Fungal Disease of 
Honeybees by Michael Hornitzky, November 2001.

• Honey Bee Fungal Pathogen, Ascosphaera apis; 
current understanding of host-pathogen interactions 
and host mechanisms of resistance, by Katherine 
Aronstein and Beth Holloway, 2013.

• Stonebrood and chalkbrood in Apis mellifera causing 
fungi: in vitro sensitivity to some essential oils; Journal 
Natural Product Research Formerly Natural Product 
Letters Volume 32, 2018 - Issue 4, January 2017. 

Reconsideration of Bees Continued from Page 7

Growing Potatoes
by Jane Sommers

I first grew potatoes about 20 years ago by mistake. 
One day I pulled a big healthy weed out of my kitchen 
compost pile and – lo and behold – about 5 lbs. of 
potatoes were stuck to the bottom of it. They were the 
best tasting potatoes I had ever eaten. I’ve been growing 
potatoes in my garden ever since.
Growing potatoes is easy and they are an abundant 
and nutritious crop. Potatoes are a good source 
for potassium, fiber, and vitamins C and B6, and 
antioxidants. They are low in fat and cholesterol (hold 
the butter). Purple, red, and yellow fleshed potatoes are 
higher in antioxidants than white fleshed varieties.
It is best to buy certified seed potatoes. These are not 
actually seeds –they are potatoes grown specifically for 
planting and are free of pathogens such as blight and 
viral diseases. Planting grocery potatoes can be risky; 
you don’t know how they will perform, they may be 
carrying pathogens, and they are probably treated to 
prevent sprouting any way.
There are seven types of potatoes: russet, fingerling, 
white, red, yellow, blue/purple, and petit. And there 
are many varieties within each type. Some varieties are 
more disease resistant than others. Different varieties 

may mature at different rates. Early potatoes mature in 
about 80 days, and some as little as 60 days. Late-season 
potatoes mature in 110 days or more.
You can plant potatoes any time after the danger of a 
hard frost has passed – early May here. They like well 
drained and slightly acidic, fertile soil. Give them plenty 
of water but don’t let them get water logged. Decide 
when you want to harvest your potatoes and then plant 
them the right number of days before then. You can 
get two crops of very early potatoes if you replant a few 
from the first harvest in time to mature before frost. You 
can dig new potatoes of any variety as soon as the plants 
flower.
One of the best things about potatoes is that you can 
store them and eat them all winter and into spring. 
Select varieties that are known to store well and then 
plant them in time to mature in fall. When the plants 
die back dig up your potatoes and gently brush the soil 
off. Don’t wash them. Let them cure in a cool, dark area 
for 7-10 days. Store only unblemished potatoes. Lay 
them in a single layer in a box and cover them with dry 
vermiculite. Potatoes need humidity for long storage and 
the vermiculite will absorb and lock in moisture, creating 
a microclimate around them. Keep them some place 
where the temperature stays below 55, but doesn’t freeze. 
Make sure no light can get to them. A dark corner of a 
cellar or garage, or an insulated well-house is ideal. 

http://www.homeorchardsociety.org/growfruit/bees/mason-bee-alert-2/
http://www.homeorchardsociety.org/growfruit/bees/mason-bee-alert-2/
http://www.homeorchardsociety.org/growfruit/bees/mason-bee-alert-2/
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Landscaping with Natives 
   Recap of September Speaker Eileen Stark

Marion County Master Gardeners 
turned out in force at the Salem 
Public Library on March 27 to hear 
renowned landscaper designer Eileen 

Stark’s talk about restoring 
the natural environment 
to our gardens. Eileen is 
a conservation enthusiast, 
photographer, and freelance 
writer. She has a B.S. in 
biology, and is the author of 
Real Gardens Grow Natives 

(Mountaineer Books, 2014). 
Like many master gardeners, Eileen laments the 
destruction of our natural heritage. And she is doing 
something about it. Among other things, she advocates 
that we create natural wild life habitats and use native 
plants to landscape our gardens. 
Among Eileen’s Think Green suggestions are these:
• Redesign the areas with native trees, shrubs, and 

ground cover, or create a wildflower “meadow.” Or, 
dependent on the size of the garden, plant big trees 
and then add an understory of shrubs and perennials 
in a layered effect. This creates connections and 
conditions to help cover the soil, mimic nature, and 
lessen maintenance tasks. 

• Do it in stages if the non-natives are supplying wildlife 
habitats. If you have several invasive species in your 
yard, determine which may be the most invasive and 
start with that.

•  Replace non-native plants with native plants 
indigenous to your area. Eileen’s Quick Guide to such 
plants is invaluable.

•  Avoid native cultivars (“nativars”) and instead use 
“straight species.”

•  Go gentle with seasonal cleanups. Leave autumn leaves 
on bare soil to protect the soil and provide habitat for 
overwintering creatures and their predators.

•  Allow dead wood (branches, twigs, snags) to remain 
where possible.

•  Use ground-cover plants instead of wood or bark 
mulch to discourage weeds, prevent erosion, and create 

habitat. Leave some soil bare for native ground nesting 
bees.

• Many pollinating insects, including native bees and 
butterflies, will have gone through several stages by 
the time they reach adulthood and their needs differ 
greatly. So begin by providing water, and growing 
groups of sequentially-flowering plants that supply 
pollen and nectar from early spring through fall.

• Keep outdoor lighting to bare minimum. Light 
pollution (any adverse effect of artificial light) is 
making the night sky glow brighter each year. Its most 
obvious effects are on migratory songbirds lured into 
cities where they collide with unnecessarily illuminated 
buildings, killing more than 100 million of them each 
year in North America. If you must have light, chose 
fixtures that shine downwards and use motion-sensors 
so the lights go on only when necessary.

• Don’t use pesticides, poisons or synthetic fertilizers. 
Even so-called organic controls can be deadly and 
indiscriminate, especially if used improperly. If a pest 
if causing enough damage in your kitchen garden to 
warrant a control, consider hand removal, barriers and 
screens, companion plants, or simply sprays of water 
from the hose. Allow a natural balance to be achieved 
by welcoming natural pest control such as birds and 
predatory insects.

• For more ideas see Ellen’s Tips For A Healthy 
Northwest Eco-Garden and the Quick Guide: 
Native Plants for Specific Situations in Marion 
County @ https://marioncomga.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/04/QUICK-PLANT-GUIDE-Tips_
Salem.comp_.pdf

• Eileen also provided us a list of the plants she 
suggested, organized by plant community (there are 
more, of course). 

Oregon White Oak Community 
Trees & shrubs for moist sites: Cascara, Oregon ash, 
ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa var. Willamettensis), 
Cal. hazelnut, willows, Douglas hawthorn, red-twig 
dogwood, Pacific ninebark, Indian plum, snowberry, 
orange honeysuckle (vine).
Some associated perennial species for moist sites: sword 
fern, tufted hairgrass, camas, Douglas spiraea, cinquefoil, 
checker mallow, Oregon iris, western columbine, lupines, 

Landscaping with Natives Continued on Page 10

http://www.realgardensgrownatives.com/
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How to Grow Potatoes in a Feed Sack
by Jane Sommers

Why would you want to grow potatoes in a feed sack, 
you ask? Maybe you don’t have a lot of space. Maybe 
you like gardening in containers. Maybe you have 
a bunch of feed sacks lying around doing nothing 
worthwhile. Maybe because it’s fun.
What kind of feed sack should you use? I recommend 
a sack that about 50 lbs. of feed comes in. That is large 
enough to give a roomy home to a potato and it is 
easy to come by. Use a sack made of woven or molded 
polypropylene (basic plastic feed sack material). Many 
livestock feed sacks have colorful images on them 
and can be quite pretty. Avoid using burlap sacks, as 
they will probably rot before it’s time to harvest your 
potatoes. If you don’t have your own feed sacks you 
might know of somebody with livestock and some feed 
sacks they want to get rid of.
Prepare your sack by poking a bunch of drain holes in 
the bottom. Set it in a sunny spot on something that 
will allow it to drain – a gravel area, an old BBQ grate, 
whatever is available. (Setting it on soil might block the 
drain holes.) Then roll down about 2/3 of the top of the 
sack so it is about 14” tall.
Fill you sack with 12 inches of compost or compost 

blended with leaf mulch, 
sawdust, or straw. 
Potting soil is OK too, 
but potatoes really like a 
lot of fertility and don’t 
mind organic matter, if 
that’s what you’ve got 
(I had great success one 

year using the sawdust litter that l had raised turkeys on 
– about 30% poop and not even composted).
Plant one seed potato per sack. Potatoes like a bit of 
water, but they don’t like to be soggy. Water when the 
top inch or so of soil is dry. 
When your potato is about a foot tall, roll the top of the 
bag up until the plant’s head is just sticking above the 
edge and fill it up with more compost. Do this one more 
time if your potato gets tall enough. The idea here is that 
the plant will be able to produce tubers along the entire 
buried stem instead of just at the base. It’s the same 
principle as hilling potatoes grown in the ground.
You can harvest your potatoes when they are done 
flowering, for new potatoes, or after the plant starts 
to die back in the fall for mature or storage potatoes. 
Harvesting is easy: pick up the sack and dump it into 
a wheelbarrow, then spread the soil and pick out your 
potatoes. Then dump the rest into your compost pile .

Douglas aster, yellow monkey flower.
Trees & shrubs for drier sites: Madrone, serviceberry, 
oceanspray, red-flowering currant, Nootka rose, tall Ore 
grape, kinnikinnick. 
Some associated perennials for drier sites: fescues 
(Festuca idahoensis & F. californica), yarrow, wild 
onions (Allium cernuum & acuminatum), Henderson’s 
shooting star, pearly everlasting, Oregon sunshine, 
goldenrod, early-blue violet.
Western Hemlock Community:
Trees & shrubs associated species: Douglas-fir, 
western red cedar, red alder, vine maple, Indian plum, 
huckleberry (V. ovatum & V. parviflorum), salal.
Some associated perennials: fairy bells (Prosartes 
smithii & P. hookeri), goats beard, false solomon’s 

seal (Maianthemum racemosum & M. stellatum), 
trillium ovatum, inside-out flower, western wild ginger, 
woodland strawberry, stream violet.
Additional resources:
Real Gardens Grow Natives @ http://www.
realgardensgrownatives.com/?p=3225
A Humane Gardener Profile: Elaine Stark, Portland, Or. 
@ https://medium.com/@PAPress/a-humane-gardener-
profile-eileen-stark-portland-oregon-c00b73cb0177
A Little Bird Tells Us About the Necessity of Native 
Plants @ http://www.realgardensgrownatives.
com/?p=3006
Attract Ladybird Beetles (“Ladybugs”) to Your 
Northwest Garden Humanely @ http://www.
realgardensgrownatives.com/?p=1999

By Carol DeCoursey   

Landscaping with Natives Continued from Page 9
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PLANT SALE

ANNUALS • PERENNIALS • NATIVES 
• VEGETABLES • BENEFICIALS • 
HERBS • SHRUBS • TREES  
• YARD SALE ITEMS • 

Cash • Check • 

Credit/Debit 

Oregon State Fairgrounds 
Columbia Hall - Red Gate Entrance 

FREE Parking and Admittance

FRIDAY MAY 4TH      10-7 
SATURDAY MAY 5TH    9-4 
GARDENING TIPS & DEMOS 

More than 

10,000 Plants

marioncomga.org

Back to Table of Contents 
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— May and June Workshops —

Back to Table of Contents 

Big Dreams ... Small Garden Space
Friday, May 11, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
Marion Demonstration Garden  
3180 Center St NE, Salem
Pete Petersen, OSU Master Gardener, will show you 
how to create a spectacular garden when you have 
limited space and resources. Types of raised beds and 
containers suitable for growing vegetables, some fruits, 
herbs, small conifers and shrubs will be demonstrated 
and discussed. Soil, mulch and fertilizer will also be 
discussed.
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Fruit Thinning and Summer Fruit 
Tree Pruning
Saturday, May 12, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Marion Demonstration Garden 
3180 Center St NE, Salem
OSU Master Gardeners, Joyce and Carl Heinke, will 
teach you how to properly thin fruit and prune your 
trees in the summer. Thinning your fruit while the 
fruit is still small results in larger, better tasting and 
better quality fruit. Summer pruning removes damaged 
or diseased limbs, and controls the size of your trees.
Support systems for your trees will also be discussed.

Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/

Gardening With Grafted Vegetables
Friday, May 18, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon   
Marion County Health Services Building 
3180 Center St NE, Salem
Harry Olson, OSU Master Gardener, will explain and 
demonstrate the pros and cons of growing grafted 
vegetables. Discussion will include the entire line of 
grafted vegetables: tomatoes, peppers, watermelons, 
cantaloupes, cucumbers and eggplants. You will learn 
how to graft tomatoes and use reference materials to 
help you succeed.
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Water Conservation  
   & Drip Irrigation
Saturday, May 19, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Marion County Health Services Building 
3180 Center St NE, Salem

Deborah Topp, & Brandin Krempasky, City of Salem 
Public Works Department will cover ways to save water, 
time, energy and money by using indoor and outdoor 
conservation practices. 

Leola McKenzie, OSU Master Gardener will teach you 
how to set up a drip irrigation system for your home 
garden and landscape. This part of the workshop will be 
held in the Marion Demonstration Garden. 

Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://

marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Fruit Thinning: Apples and Pears
Tuesday, May 22, 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Michael Johnson Garden 
4758 Adobe St, SE, Salem

Tuesday, May 29, 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Calvary Orchard 
1550 Hoffman Rd. NE, Salem

Wednesday, May 30, 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Pringle Creek Orchard 
3911 Village Center Dr. SE, Salem

Thursday, May 31, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Redeemer Community Garden 
4663 Lancaster Dr., Salem
OSU Master Gardener, Michael Johnson, will teach you 
how to properly thin fruit. 
Thinning out a selection of fruit from your trees while 
the fruit is still small will result in larger, better tasting 
and better quality fruit. Thinning prevents boom and 
bust years - a large crop one year and little or none the 
next year. Pre-registration is required. Register online @ 
https://marioncomga.org/event-registration/  

Workshops Continued on Page 13

http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
https://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
https://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
https://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
https://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/


 Page 13 — The Garden Gate Newsletter

Fruit Thinning
Wednesday, May 23, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Marion Demonstration Garden 
3180 Center St NE, Salem

OSU Master Gardeners, Joyce and Carl Heinke, will 
teach you how to properly thin fruit. Thinning out a 
selection of fruit from your trees while the fruit is still 
small will result in larger, better tasting and better quality 
fruit. Thinning prevents boom and bust years - a large 
crop one year and little or none the next year.
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/

Monarch Butterflies &  
   Growing Native Milkweed
Friday, May 25, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation  
Fellowship Hall 
5090 Center St., Salem

OSU Master Gardener, Stephanie Hazen, will teach 
how to grow native milkweed plants (Asclepias speciosa 
- showy milkweed and Asclepias fascicularis - narrow-
leaf milkweed) to attract Monarch butterflies and raise 
caterpillars in captivity. You can make a difference and 
help save the monarch by planting 10 or more milkweed 

plants where you live. Milkweed seeds and plants will be 
available to take home and plant. 
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/
Photograph by Stephanie Hazen

Plant Propagation and  
   Techniques to Try at Home
Friday, June 8, 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Marion County Health Services Bldg. 
and Marion Demonstration Garden

Gail Gredler, International Plant Propagation Society, 
Western Region, will discuss methods of plant 
propagation including seed, cuttings, division, layering, 

grafting and budding. The most practical methods 
of propagation for the home gardener will be 
demonstrated.How to set up a propagation area, 
supplies and equipment for the home propagator will 
also be discussed. 
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/  

Selection, Care and Pruning  
   of Rhododendrons 
Saturday, June 16, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Lord & Schryver Conservancy 
545 Mission St., Salem 

Diane Thompson, OSU Master 
Gardener, and Woody Dukes, 
Lord & Schryver Conservancy, 
will demonstrate pruning 
techniques to rejuvenate 
rhododendrons.Topics will include:
•  when to prune to improve the health and beauty of 

the shrub.
•  how to pune to improve the health and beauty of the 

shrub.
•  care and selection of rhododendrons.
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/

Back to Table of Contents 
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 — MCMGA Announcements —

OSU-Approved Citizen Science Projects
Gail Langelletto and Neil Bell have approved participation in 
several Citizen Science Projects for volunteer hours.  
To see the list of approved projects click here. If you participate 
in any of these projects, record them in VRS under the category  
“Citizen Science, and put the name of the Citizen Science 
project in the box description of service. Further questions, 
contact Carol Sutkus or Bonnie Greener. 

MCMGA  
Monthly Meetings

Plot Managers 
Monday, May 7, Noon
Health Services Building

Board 
Thursday, May 17, 9:00 a.m. 
OSU Extension Office

MCMGA Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, May 22, 7:00 p.m. 
Salem Public Library

Bug Group
Wednesday, May 16, 10:00 a.m.

KBZY
Tune-In Every Thursday 
8:40 a.m. on 1490 AM

Demonstration Garden Workday
Every Monday 9:00 a.m. - Noon

Marion Polk Food Share  
  Food Sort 

Tuesday, April 22, 1:00 p.m. 

Back to Table of Contents 

Mark Your Calendar! 

2018 MCMGA Plant Sale 
Friday, May 4 
Saturday, May 5

OMGA - Growing 
Gardeners Conference

July 12-14 
Linfield College 

The Garden Gate Newsletter for the Marion County 
Master GardenerTM Association is produced in 
cooperation with the OSU Extension Service, and is 
published and distributed monthly to all of the  
MCMGA members.

Send submissions, pictures, feedback, and comments to: 
gardengatenews@gmail.com

June Garden Gate Submission Deadline is May 25

Willamette Valley Chapter,  
     Native Plant Society Activities

Wildflower Walk: Silver Falls State Park Meadow  
 Saturday, May 12, 1:15-4:00 p.m. 

Nature Talk: The History of Botanical Art 
 Thursday, May 17, 6-7:00 p.m. 

For program information contact, John Savage at John@straubcenter.org

http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/gardencitizenscience/osus-citizen-science-projects/
mailto:gardengatenews%40gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submission
mailto:John@straubcenter.org
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 — MCMGA Calendar of Events —
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DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME
Tuesday, May 1 Salem Hardy Plant Society Meeting Mission Mill Dye House 7:00 PM

Thursday, May 3 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 AM Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, May 3 Garden Maintenance Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Friday, May 4 MCMGA Plant Sale/Plant Clinic Oregon State Fair 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Saturday, May 5 MCMGA Plant Sale/Plant Clinic Oregon State Fair 9:00 AM- 4:00 PM

Monday, May 7 Work in the Garden Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM- Noon

Monday, May 7 Plot Managers Meeting Marion County Health Services Building Noon - 1:00 PM

Thursday, May 10 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 AM Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, May 10 Garden Maintenance Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Friday, May 11 Big Dreams - Small Garden Space Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Friday, May 11 PCMGA Plant Sale Polk County Fair Grounds 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Saturday, May 12 PCMGA Plant Sale Polk County Fair Grounds 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Saturday, May 12 Fruit Thinning & Summer Fruit Tree Pruning Marion Demonstration Garden 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Sunday, May 13 PCMGA Plant Sale Polk County Fair Grounds 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Monday, May 14 Work in the Garden Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Wednesday, May 16 MCMGA Bug Group OSU Extension Office 10:00 AM - Noon

Thursday, May 17 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 AM Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, May 17 Garden Maintenance Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Thursday, May 17 MCMGA Board Meeting OSU Extension Office 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Friday, May 18 Gardening With Grafted Vegetables Marion County Health Services Building 10:00 AM - Noon

Saturday, May 19 Water Conservation and Drip Irrigation Marion County Health Services Building 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Monday, May 21 Work in the Garden Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM- Noon

Tuesday, May 22 MCMGA Food Sort Marion Polk Food Share 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Tuesday, May 22 Fruit Thinning - Apples and Pears Michael Johnson Garden 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Tuesday, May 22 Witch's Brooms/Sam Pratt Conifer Kingdom Salem Public Library 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Wednesday, May 23 Fruit Thinning - Apples and Pears Marion Demonstration Garden 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Thursday, May 24 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 AM Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, May 24 Garden Maintenance Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM- 3:00 PM

Friday, May 25 Monarch Butterflies and Native Milk Weed Unitarian Universal Congregation 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Saturday, May 26 Saturday Market Plant Clinic State Parking Lot Marion/Center St 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Monday, May 28 Work in the Garden Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Tuesday, May 29 Fruit Thinning - Apples and Pears Calvary Orchard, 1550 Hoffman RD NE 6:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Wednesday, May 30 Fruit Thinning - Apples and Pears Pringle Creek Orchard 6:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Thursday, May 31 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 AM Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, May 31 Garden Maintenance Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Thursday, May 31 Fruit Thinning - Apples and Pears Redeemer Lutheran Church 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Friday, June 1 Deepwood Garden Tours Deepwood Garden 11:00 AM

Monday, June 4 Work in the Garden Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Monday, June 4 Plot Managers Meeting Marion County Health Services Building Noon - 1:00 PM

Tuesday, June 5 Hardy Plant Society Meeting Salem Heights Community Hall - $5.00 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Friday, June 8 Plant Propagation and Techniques to Try at Home Marion Health Services & M Demo Garden 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Saturday, June 16 Selection, Care and Pruning of Rhododendrons Lord & Schrvyer Conservancy 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
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1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 110
Salem, Oregon 97301
503-373-3770

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials 
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disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to  
all programs.)

Thanks to our Garden Gate sponsor!
The Greenhouse Catalog at 

3740 Brooklake Rd . NE
Keizer, OR 97303


