
Notes from Neil
The rainy weather in April has 
come to an end in May, but not 
before leaving behind the usual plant 
souvenirs. The first half of the month, 
in particular, was wet and cool, a time 
of the year that corresponds to early 
shoot growth on most landscape and 

garden trees and shrubs. During the first 15 days of April, 
13 of them had measurable precipitation. The second 
half of the month was considerably drier and warmer, a 
trend that has continued well into May. That said, it’s a lot 
better this year than in 2017, when the whole of April and 
the first half of May were cool and wet, with disastrous 
consequences for disease problems as well as fruit set on 
tree fruit, among other garden plants.

Although this year was better, it has led to the usual disease 
problems on the usual suspects. Below is a rogues list of the 
plants and some thoughts on management

Bacterial canker on Common Lilac (Syringa vularis): 
Common Lilac is the old-fashioned Lilac that everyone 
remembers from their grandparents’ garden in the 
Midwest. Alas, it is terribly sensitive to Bacterial Canker 
and not easy to grow in western Oregon because of 
spring rain. I’ve taken photos in May of epic Lilacs in 
Baker City, where it is much drier, of course and where 
they seem to grow to perfection. Keep in mind that 
there are other Lilac species and hybrids that are not at 
all sensitive to this disease, although they are of course 
different in appearance and bloom than common Lilac.  
More info is available on the Landscape Plant website: 
https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/species/s

photos by Jay W. Pscheidt, 2011

Anthracnose on Red Maple (Acer rubrum): This disease 
is strictly a creature of wet springs. It probably occurs to 
some extent in drier springs as well, but clients don’t seem 
to notice. It causes irregular black blotches on foliage. 

Severely affected leaves, as is the 
case with many leaf spots and 
other foliage diseases, fall off 
the tree and it is at this point 
that clients bring in the foliage 
samples, wondering what it is 
and what to do. Usually they want to know whether they 
should spray. By the time they bring in leaves, the weather 
has inevitably turned dry, and so disease progression 
screeches to a halt. Sprays, even if one would want to use 
them, are strictly protective so would need to be applied 
starting near bud break. As the trees don’t totally defoliate 
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and seem to come back next year just fine, the need for this 
is questionable, anyway.

Leaf Spot on Photinia (Photinia x fraseri): This disease 
occurs every year in western Oregon to such an extent 
that I would never recommend this plant as a hedge, in 
particular, to any homeowner. The allure of the plant is 
the red new growth, which is quickly marred by spots, 

which cause near-total 
defoliation. It might be fine 
where it’s hardy and they 
get, say 8” of rain per year. 
Like Texas. Need a huge 
evergreen colorful hedge? 
Ceanothus…

Apple scab on crabapple (Malus spp.): This can be a 
problem on apples in the orchard so if you are planning an 
orchard, whatever you do, plant cultivars known to have 
good resistance and prune annually to maintain good, open 

form. Usually orchardists do 
this, but on flowering crab 
gardeners usually do not, so 
if the cultivar is sensitive, you 
may get big scab problems that 
are not pretty. I’m thinking of 
a pair of street trees in Dallas 
that look very poorly this year, as well as others I’ve seen. 
Disease resistance is your best bet, always. 

That’s probably enough for now. I don’t want to depress 
everybody.

Notes from Neil Continued from Page 1

Oregon Master GardenerTM Association’s 

Growing Gardeners Conference 
July 12th - 14th, 2018 

at Linfield College in McMinnville 

Remember that this annual conference is open to all MG’s 
and individuals interested in a variety of educational,     

horticultural and gardening topics, including advanced 
classes for recertification. Careful consideration and 

thought has been given to the selection of interesting and 
experienced speakers for the Friday and Saturday classes, 

workshops and educational tours.  

Fun, friendship and fellowship plus fabulous               
classes await you this year at the OMGA’s                          

Growing Gardeners Conference.                              
(formerly OMGA Mini-College) 

Check out the OMGA website for detailed information: 

www.omga.org 

Bug Group News
Despite the cool and cloudy weather, 
we had a very successful field trip to 
the Heritage Seedlings farm. The group 
consisted of Beth and Farouk Husseini, 
Kathy Patterson, Penny Esplin, Bev 
Loos, Julie and Tom Biddle, Stephanie 
Hazen and Susan Brown from the new 
class, and me. Beverly Koch from the 
NWREC also joined us.

Long rows of native flowers, some blooming and some not, 
stretched out over two areas. Two species of Camas and 
at least 2 of lupines provided us with the most bees. There 
were more of the “red bottom” bees there than I’ve ever seen 
before, but most of the bumblebees were of the common 
Bombus vosnesenski species, with yellow faces and a yellow 
stripe across the backside. Stephanie caught a huge one of a 
different species, but as she works with Bumblebee Watch, 
she’ll doubtless have an ID soon.

Honeybees were numerous, so we ignored them and looked 
for the smaller native species. Nothing has been curated yet, 
so we don’t have names for much of anything.

Everyone enjoyed the trip and the chance to enjoy native 
wildflowers, mostly of different species than we usually 
encounter.

Down By the Riverside Day: Penny Esplin, Bev Loos, the 
insect collection and I spent an interesting day at Willamette 
Mission State Park. 

We were there with the Forest Ridge Elementary School 
students and staff, as well as numerous Park employees.

The annual Down By the Riverside outdoor education day 
was the occasion. We gave a very short entomology lesson to 
the groups of third graders, then answered their questions as 
they viewed the boxes of pinned insects.

Someone else took each group out with collecting nets to 
give them a chance to collect insects themselves. We now 
have several interesting beetles that the children gave us to 
add to our collection.

Carol Horning
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MCMGA Board 
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, May 17, 2018, 9:00 am 
Extension Office

President Bill called the meeting 
to order at 9:08 am. Attendees: Bill 
Sutkus, Dale Marande, Joyce Zook, 

Roberta Bigelow, Margrit Angeloni, Carol Sutkus, 
Trinity Sheraden, Laveryne Gray, Eric Suing, Cyndy 
Shorter, Bonnie Greener (Membership), Jeanne Brown, 
Victoria Binning

Agenda was approved. Minutes of the April 19, 2018 
board meeting were approved as published in the 
newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report: Roberta provided a statement of 
expenditures for the past month, along with financial 
account totals and the spreadsheet with individual line 
items of the budget, which will be available on the 
website. Two-hundred and eight members renewed 
dues. There are 248 members in the current directory 
(including 2018 trainees).
An on-going concern has been the Natural Gas 
expenditure, showing usage much more than in the 
past for this time of year. Lines have been checked and 
temperatures in the Greenhouse have remained at 55 
degrees consistently throughout the early months of 
this year. Roberta has kept the maintenance volunteers 
informed.
Approval of the Treasurer’s report was moved, 
seconded, and passed unanimously.

Governance
Standing Rules: These Standing Rules changes were 
moved, seconded, and passed unanimously.
• Standing Rules revisions for what counts for VRS 
hours (pre-approvals)
• Restructuring of organizational chart for Education 
and Communication. 
In restructuring of the Education scheme, Trinity 
is the Education Representative. Laveryne will be 
coordinator for all Workshops and Classes. In June 
Laveryne becomes an “At Large” representative to the 
Board of Directors.

Committee Appointment - Budget Committee: 
Roberta chairs this committee and has appointed 
Bill Sutkus, Dale Marande, Margrit Angeloni, and 
Trinity Sheraden to serve. Their task is to meet in 
early June to form a proposed budget for 2019, which 
will be adopted by the board in July. Approval for 
committee members was moved, seconded, and passed 
unanimously.
Nominations Committee: It was moved, seconded, 
and approved unanimously to name Dale Marande as 
chair.
Current bylaws allow no more than four consecutive 
years on the board. Since this causes complications 
with a Plant Sale chair moving into president elect 
then serving as president, the board moved, seconded, 
and passed unanimously to change the term limit from 
four to six years continuous service on board. Since this 
is a bylaws change, the proposal will be published and 
members will vote to approve in September.
June Board Meeting: The Board meeting for June is 
changed to Monday, June 18, at 1 pm at the Extension 
Office. All approved of this change.
Lease Renewal with County for Marion Garden: Bill 
got approval for the change to the contract addressing 
pesticide application. The lease is for 2 years. It was 
moved, seconded and approved unanimously to 
approve this change.
Strategic Planning - Topic: Marion Garden purpose: 
Intention is to change from a “Demonstration Garden” 
to a “Resource Garden”. (See brainstorming “1,2,4, All” 
method below.)

Oversight of Operations:
Plant Sale: Eric reported that the 4 days were a lot 
of work, and a lot of fun! Plants looked great, and 
the public was served by the plant clinic, bug and 
weed displays. The Fair Grounds staff was excellent, 
and Eric will make reservations for the 2019 sale 
the first weekend in May. Gross financial returns 
were approximately $43,000; net was approximately 
$27,000, which is the greatest amount realized in the 
history of the plant sale. One-hundred and fifty-four 
volunteers worked in some capacity. A suggestion 
for next year: Schedule the ½ price sale for Master 

Bill Sutkus

Board Meeting Minutes Continued on Page 4
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Gardeners at 4 pm on Saturday (less plants to return 
to upon time for the scheduled work day on Monday). 
Question of “move no soil” in regard to possibility of 
growing plants at Marion Garden for the sale: It is 
Neil’s decision, and he has deemed it unwise to sell 
plants grown in the garden’s soil. Questions from the 
board: Can we use soil taken from a nursery (which 
is inspected)? Can we get our Marion Garden soil 
inspected? Can we wash down plants, as was done for 
herbs this year? Neil will clarify his decision soon in 
the Garden Gate. The decision will impact the 2019 
budget.
Communication: Judy O’Neill has resigned 
from the board, but continues her tasks on the 
committee. A “committee” is needed to coordinate all 
communications oversight and management. Victoria 
Binning will serve on this committee, as well as a 
member representative on the board, and one other 
member. Recruitment is underway for these two 
positions.
Education: Trinity provided a listing of Community 
Plant Clinics for the past month, including three new 
clinics. Total clinic contacts with public: 985; contacts 
at Agfest: 2470; contacts at the plant sale: 1491. The 
23rd annual Santiam Summerfest - Stayton/Sublimity 
Chamber event is July 28; a sign-up genius is in 
process to schedule volunteers. Trinity is recruiting a 
Community Plant Clinic Team.
Laveryne reported that the “Grafting Vegetables” 
workshop was canceled (only 2 registrants). Suggestion 
is to schedule this workshop earlier (before plant sale) 
next year. Two other workshops had low attendance: 
“Thinning Fruit” and “Small Space Gardening”. Her 
committee meets in August to plan workshops/classes 
for 2019.
Marion Garden: President Bill used the 1-2-4 All 
process to identify purposes and vision for the Marion 
Garden as a “Resource Garden”. The final groups 
identified the following possibilities:
• BHIP with Soil and Water District; other 
collaborative groups and partners for growth; realtor 
groups
• Butterfly Exhibit as a destination 
• Workshops like Irrigation (City of Salem as co-
sponsor) 
• Plant Identification; plant propagation workshops 
• Events scheduled by groups (exposure) 

• School children tours for garden experiences  
• Space for the plant sale...another greenhouse; hoop 
house 
• Practicums (12/yr.) - experimentation; best methods; 
innovations 
• Themed garden, i.e.BHIP 
• Adaptive Garden - Consultative services and 
demonstration 
• Cities outside of Salem - help establish “garden 
parks” that will be maintained by locals 
• Need more labor; double the membership of 
MCMGA
The Survey Monkey was sent this morning to all 
Master Gardeners for their responses and comments 
on “Future of Marion Garden”.
Laveryne reported that there were 2 proposals for plot 
changes. Stephanie Hazen-Butterfly habitat; Edible 
garden changed to Tom Martin’s Xeriscape garden. 
Irrigation is being set up for all plots who requested 
so. Invasive grass is being dug up along the fence edge 
(near Everybody’s Garden”; wildflower seeds will be 
scattered there.
Jeanne Brown will be hosting a Eugene specialist in 
Adaptive Gardens to assess her “Everybody’s Garden” 
plot at the Marion Garden soon. She has a couple of 
volunteers who will design this plot based upon advice 
and counsel from the Eugene specialist.
Membership: All trainees adopted a practicum. 
Four trainees have dropped from the program due to 
other responsibilities. Thirty-three trainees remain 
in the program. Mentors and trainees get periodic 
notification of the status their hours.
OMGA: June 1 is a Demonstration Garden Forum; 
June 2 is OMGA board meeting in Roseburg. Cyndy 
Shorter is coordinating the carpooling and is sending 
an invitation message to all the membership. The panel 
discussion scheduled 1 - 4 pm on June 1 will be about 
the results of a survey from all the counties’ demo 
gardens. There will be a tour of the demo garden from  
4-5pm. At 5 pm a horticulturist will speak about wines.
Online Signatures: Victoria Binning announced 
that decision from OSU is not yet final; we request a 
decision before Thanksgiving, 2018.
Announcement: G2 (Previously Mini-College) in 
Linfield,OR, is July 12-14. You can register now 
online.
Meeting adjourned at 11:19 am.  
Respectfully submitted, Joyce Zook, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes Continued from Page 3

Back to Table of Contents 



 Page 5 — The Garden Gate Newsletter

The Future of the Marion Garden
The two questions on the Survey 
Monkey about the future of the 
Marion Garden were about how to 
improve the effectiveness of the 
Marion Garden in achieving our 
mission to educate and serve the 
community. 

When the Marion Garden started in 
1996, the basic idea was ‘build it and they will come.’ 
That’s the operating premise of a ‘demonstration 
garden.’ Although it’s a subtle distinction to change the 
name from ‘demonstration garden’ to ‘resource garden,’ 
there is a significant point. As a resource or tool for 
specific purposes, we would need to be paying as much 
attention to programs and activities for the community 
as to beds and plots for the plants. 

Seventy-one respondents on the Survey Monkey said 
“yes” to changing the name to resource garden, 14 said 
“no,” and 3 skipped the question. But some respondents 
pointed out that it could be both. A resource garden 
could also be a demonstration garden, although the 
reverse might not be true. They were saying that 
it makes sense to call it the Marion Resource and 
Demonstration Garden.

There were 88 respondents to the Survey Monkey about 
the Future of the Marion Garden. That’s over  
one-third of our membership, which is a good response. 
The results of the survey are posted on the Members 
Only page of our website, under the News heading. 

The second question on the Survey Monkey asked 
if there are other programs we should pursue in 
the Garden besides the four core programs under 
discussion:  
1. backyard habitat as an overall theme for the Garden, 
2. training for MGs (as in the practicums),  
3. plant propagation for our Plant Sale, and 
4. workshops.  
Forty respondents answered “no;” that these programs 
are enough. 

From the 36 respondents who said “yes” to more 
programs, there were many interesting suggestions. 
A good number of these ideas can fit well with the 

four core programs. The question of doing additional 
programs comes up against the question of how much 
people time and energy do we have to devote to all 
these programs. 

Another thought to keep in mind is a lesson evident in 
this year’s plant sale - that people were working more in 
harmony toward the overall goal rather than in semi-
isolation on just their own individual piece. As one of 
our senior members puts it, we need to make the shift 
from “my plot” to “our garden.” 

 
Plant Sale Thank You

For a most wonderful plant sale, thank you to: 

•  Eric Suing, Krista Richey, and Dale Marande, 
the Gang of Three who oversaw the project.

•  the chairpersons and members of all the working 
committees, who were in for the long haul, and 

•  to the 154 members who came to help during 
the four days of work on the actual sale. 

Financially, it was our most successful sale ever. 
We grossed about $43,000, with a net of close to 
$27,000.

The plants were beautiful in the extreme. 

But perhaps most notable was something more 
intangible - the sense of community among the 
Master Gardeners and the sense of us serving 
the community. Although we all paid attention 
to our particular areas and minded our specific 
tasks, there was a palpable feeling of everybody 
working together. And the customers noticed. Not 
only were there comments about how helpful and 
attentive the MGs were but a number of people 
made note of the intangible - of the wonderful 
feeling in the room.

It was good to be part of this happening. Thank 
you to everyone who made it happen. 

By Bill Sutkus

Bill Sutkus
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Favorite Gardening Tools of Our 
Master Gardeners …  
     What is Your Favorite Tool?
As gardeners, we know what we like and do not like and 
that applies to garden tools. Over the years as we garden 
and use different tools, some tools go to the wayside and 
some become our “go-to” favorite tools.

Joyce Zook uses the Cape Cod Weeder and it is has 
become her go to tool when working in 
her garden. It removes weeds by scraping 
the soil and does not disturb the soil 
surface so that other weed seeds sprout. 
Cape Cod Weeders come in short, long 
and left-handed models. The angle of the 
cutting blade and the efficient motion of 

pulling combine to create a tool extremely effective at 
cutting weeds below the surface. It cuts deeper into the 
soil to capture the majority of the root system.

Jerri Saunders has four favorite tools that she uses when 
working in her garden. The Japanese Hori-Hori Knife, 
a small blade shovel, loppers that “cut like butter” and 
David - her young friend and neighbor who helps her in 
the garden.

Hori-Hori: sometimes referred to as a “soil knife” or a 
“weeding knife,” is a heavy serrated multi-purpose steel 

blade for gardening jobs such as 
digging or cutting. The blade is sharp 
on both sides and comes to a semi-
sharp point at the end. Gardeners 
rave about it and how it is an 
excellent tool to help with weeding 
and planting seedlings.

Michael Johnson likes the Hori-Hori Knife and the 
Root Hook. A Root Hook is used for root bound potted 
plants. You can use the Root Hook to gently pry, tease 
and pull the roots apart from each other. Your plant 

will recover much 
faster from this type 
of handling. If you 
have more than a few 
plants in pots, this is 
an essential too knife.

Joyce Heinke sent a picture with 
her favorite tools and Carl. 

Thanks to everyone who has 
shared their favorite tools! It has 
been fun exploring and learning 
about the different tools 
the Marion County Master 
Gardeners use. 

If you have a favorite tool, you 
still have time to tell us about it. 
Send your recommendations to 
me at: lbenjamin49@hotmail.com.

By Linda Benjamin

Plant Sale Prep and Set Up
Thank you to Jeanne Brown for documenting the prep 
for the plant sale. Click here to see her video.

mailto:lbenjamin49@hotmail.com
https://marioncomga.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/MOVIE.mp4
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Friends Helping Friends
A Recap of Presenter Aimee Code 
by Carol Decoursey

We should help our 
friends, right? And 
especially when 
our friends are the 
tiny creatures - 
pollinators - who 
put food on our 
tables and help 
make this state 
beautiful.

On May 8, Aimee 
Code, Pesticide Program Director of the Xerces Society’s 
Regional Office in Eugene, visited a Master Gardeners 
gathering at the Salem Public Library.  She told us how 
we could help these tiny friends.

She first reminded us that pollinators are important to 
food production. Aimee pointed out that 85% of our 
plants require pollen to grow and flourish. On the world 
market, foods that depend upon pollinators are valued 
at $200 billion per year. Without pollinators, 52% of our 
produce would disappear. Not only would field crops 
be devastated, but dairy products would also be affected 
because cattle eat alfalfa.

Aimee then focused attention on Oregon’s native 
pollinators, including bees and Monarch butterflies. 
Alarmingly, these creatures are either on the verge of 
extinction or suffering a noticeable decline in numbers.

Loss of habitat, climate change, pathogens introduced 
by non-native species, and most important, pesticides 
are to blame. Especially pernicious are neonicotinoids or 
systemic insecticides the effects of which last for years.

What is the answer? In part, Aimee said, we must 
learn to control pests by non-chemical means. She 
explained that the presence of a pest is often a sign of 
an underlying problem: too much sun/not enough sun? 
too much water/not enough water? problem with soil 
pH? We should try to diagnose the problem and cure it 
without resorting to chemicals.

Another alternative: Study the life cycle of the pest and 
break that life cycle so the pest cannot reproduce. The 
introduction of beneficial insects can help.

Aimee then told us about the bees and the butterflies, 
and what we could do to help them flourish. We have 
500 native species of bees in Oregon, including:

Ground nesters: Seventy percent of our native bees 
are ground-nesters. They like south-facing sandy soil 
to build their nests. If we can avoid tilling such land, 
and avoid using pesticides, so much the better. (http://
www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Andrena-
nest02_matthew-shepherd_web.jpg)

Tunnel nesters: These lay their eggs and larvae inside 
the dried stalks of vegetative matter. Aimee’s advice: trim 
off only the tops of spent blossoms to provide maximum 
stalk tunnels for these folks. (http://www.xerces.org/
wp-content/uploads/2014/02/pithy-stem-tunnel-nest_
nancy-adamson_web.jpg) 

Bumble bees living in small colonies of 400 or fewer. 
Only the queen will over-winter. She mates, lays eggs, 
and hibernates, and she needs all the help she can get.  
Springtime is when we see her. (https://xerces.org/
western-bumble-bee/ and http://www.xerces.org/wp-
content/uploads/2008/09/occidentalis.jpg)

Other Oregon Bees: Other Oregon bees include 
carpenter bees, sweat bees, and long-horned bees. (Photo 
of long-horn:  https://nativebeeology.com/mind-your-
bees-and-gardens-2/long-horned-bees/) and leaf cutter 
bees. The leaf-cutters gather pollen on their abdomen 
and line their nest with leaves.

The news about Monarch butterflies is not good.  In 
the 1980s, there were about 10 million Monarchs 
in California. Present-day numbers are estimated at 
200,000. The most direct help we can offer is providing 
milkweed (which is essential to egg-laying), nectar 
bearing flowers and access to water.

Aimee introduced Salem Master Gardiner Stephanie 
Hazen who raises Monarchs in her backyard. See 
Statesman Journal article on Stephanie at https://
www.statesmanjournal.com/story/life/home-
garden/2017/08/31/salem-oregon-raising-tagging-
butterflies-monarch/620063001/

Friends Helping Friends Continued on Page 8
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Time to Sing! Gardening Song!
My favorite spring folklore guidance is 
“If you can sit on the ground with your 
trousers down, then sow your seeds.”

This exercise may not be as exhilarating 
as the one above, but may prove to 
impart a similar sense of freedom.  
Now, run out into your yard, throw your 
arms out, twirl a bit and pretend you 

are Julia Andrews. Sing the following words to the tune 
of…not The Hills Are Alive…but…My Favorite Things.  
I’ll be listening for an echo of Master Gardeners in 
chorus around Salem.  Here we go, lalala… (remember 
“Raindrops on roses, and whiskers on kittens, etc.”)

Gardening Song
Verses:

Bee horns and Leghorns, 
And bunny tongues and baby goats, 
Spider webs and humming birds and mouse squeaks and 
wiggly worms, 
Dragon flies by day and bat wings in the night,  
Can you imagine this circle of life?
Carrots and rutabagas, 
And broccoli and cauliflower, 
Eggplants and pole beans and marigolds and sunflowers, 
Tree nuts and raspberries and tomatoes galore, 
I go to the nurseries and shop for some more!
Native or invasive,  
Is it sunshine or shade? 
Acidic or alkaline, does it like sand or clay? 
What about these bugs, do invertebrates have spines? 
All these scientific names, I may lose my mind!
Workshops and fieldtrips,  
And speakers with slideshows, 
Markets and classes and plant sales we all know, 
Shoppers with wagons all piled up with pots, 
Tags of all colors to count…there are lots!
Microorganisms and minerals, 
And mycorrhizae and enzymes, 
Oxygen and water and bacteria from organic things, 
Little grubs that crawl and little bugs with wings, 
Our plants need these little things to stand up and sing!

Refrain:
When the leaf wilts, when disease strikes, 
When the way seems unclear, 
I simply remember by fine MG clan, 
The answers are all right here.

I’ve included a picture of me in 
my new t-shirt from this year’s 
Soil School.  If you can’t read it, 
it says “SOIL” in Vulcan.  You 
may order one of your own 
like mine, or one in Klingon 
or even English on James 
Cassidy’s website https://www.
soilforward.org/. 

Lalala! By Bev Loos

Bev Loos

How can we help our friends? Aimee suggested 
creating pollinator sanctuaries in our gardens by 
planting milkweed and nectar-producing flowers. 
Allow leaf waste to remain on the ground over winter, 
whenever possible. Our pollinators often lay they eggs 
in leaf waste. Water availability is also helpful. And 
plan garden management in accordance with pollinator 
activity. For example, Aimee said that in Salem the first 
Monarchs can appear at the end of May, so all mowing 
should end by the beginning of June at the latest.

Remediation is possible only with accurate information. 
The Xerces Society needs more information on the 
populations of native and non-native pollinators. 
Where are they appearing, when, and in what 
numbers? The Society is asking for your help in taking 
the census. Visit the Bumble Bee Atlas at https://www.
pnwbumblebeeatlas.org/ and adopt a grid cell. You can 
then report the bumble bees in your grid.

Visit the Xerces webpage for more information. 
https://xerces.org/

Thank you, Aimee, and all your colleagues, for your 
efforts on our behalf.

By Carol DeCoursey

Friends Helping Friends Continued from Page 7

https://www.soilforward.org/
https://www.soilforward.org/
https://www.pnwbumblebeeatlas.org
https://www.pnwbumblebeeatlas.org
https://xerces.org/
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— June and July Workshops —
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Plant Propagation and  
   Techniques to Try at Home
Friday, June 8, 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Marion County Health Services Bldg. 
and Marion Demonstration Garden

Gail Gredler, International Plant Propagation 
Society, Western Region, will discuss methods of 
plant propagation including seed, cuttings, division, 
layering, grafting and budding. The most practical 
methods of propagation for the home gardener will 
be demonstrated. How to set up a propagation area, 
supplies and equipment for the home propagator will 
also be discussed. 
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/  

Selection, Care and Pruning  
   of Rhododendrons 
Saturday, June 16, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Lord & Schryver Conservancy 
545 Mission St., Salem 

Diane Thompson, OSU Master Gardener, and Woody 

Dukes, Lord & Schryver Conservancy, will demonstrate 
pruning techniques to rejuvenate rhododendrons. Topics 
will include:
•  when to prune to improve the health and beauty of 

the shrub.
•  how to prune to improve the health and beauty of the 

shrub.
•  care and selection of rhododendrons.
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Iris Party! 
Saturday, July 14, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 
Home of Joyce Heinke  
3374 Jefferson Marion Rd., Jefferson

Join OSU Master Gardener Joyce Heinke for this hands-
on workshop digging, cutting up bearded iris clumps, and 
labeling the fans.  Joyce will also teach how to care for 
bearded iris.

There will be tasks that can be done sitting - something 
for everyone. 

Participants will be given iris to take home and plant in 
their gardens. 

The workshop will conclude with a potluck lunch at 
noon. 
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Workshops Continued on Page 10

http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
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Berry Tasting, Variety Selection & 
Basic Berry Care
Saturday, July 21, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Marion Demonstration Garden

Learn what berries you want to grow with the help of 
OSU Master Gardener Joyce Heinke. 

You can taste all of the varieties of blueberries, 
blackberries, raspberries, and strawberries  grown in the 
Marion Demonstration Garden. 

You will also learn tips on the care of your favorite 
berries. Master Gardeners will answer your berry 
questions and a handout on berry care will be provided.

Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Bud Grafting
Saturday, July 28, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 
Marion Demonstration Garden

OSU Master Gardener  Michael Johnson will teach you 
the basic techniques of bud grafting including different 
bud grafting methods and when they should be used. 

This workshop will teach you to combine different 
varieties and species of fruit into a single tree more 
quickly and with greater success than other grafting 
methods. You will also learn how to “harvest” bud wood 
and where on trees to find bud wood.

Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Back to Table of Contents 

Bylaws Change
At its May meeting, the Board moved to change 
the term limits from four consecutive years to six 
years. The proposed change is in Article V Section 3 
Sub-section b. of the Bylaws, which presently reads 
“No person may serve more than four consecutive 
years on the board.”  With the proposed change, 
it would read “No person may serve more than six 
consecutive years on the board.”
Some of the new board members this year are in 
line to assume assistant roles for the next two years 
before taking on the full position for an additional 
two years. That would mean they would be on the 
board for five consecutive years. Thus, the need to 
change the term limits. 

MCMGA Monthly Meetings
Plot Managers 
Monday, June 4, Noon, Health Services Building

Board 
Monday, June 18, 1:00p.m., OSU Extension Office

Bug Group
Wednesday, June 20, 10:00 a.m.

KBZY
Tune-In Every Thursday, 8:40 a.m. on 1490 AM

Demonstration Garden Workday
Every Monday 9:00 a.m. - Noon

Marion Polk Food Share Food Sort 
Tuesday, June 2, 1:00 p.m. 

 — MCMGA Announcements —

Workshops Continued on Page 10

http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
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 — MCMGA Calendar of Events —
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DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME
Monday, June 4 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9 am - Noon

Monday, June 4 Plot Managers Meeting MCMGA Demonstration Garden 12:00 PM -1:00 PM

Tuesday, June 5 Salem Hardy Plant Society- European Gardening Salem Heights Community Hall 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Thursday, June 7 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM - 9 PM

Thursday, June 7 Maintenance in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Friday, June 8 Plant Propagation and Techniques to Try at Home Marion County Health Services Building 9:00 AM  - 11:30 AM

Monday, June 11 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM  - Noon

Thursday, June 14 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, June 14 Maintenance in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Saturday, June 16 Pruning, Care & Selection of Rhododendrons Lord & Schryver Conservancy 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Monday, June 18 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Monday, June 18 Board Meeting OSU Extension Office 1:00 PM

Wednesday, June 20 MCMGA Bug Group OSU Extension Office 10:00 AM - Noon

Thursday, June 21 Maintenance in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Thursday, June 21 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Saturday, June 23 Saturday Market Plant Clinic Marion and Summer Street, Salem 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Monday, June 25 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Tuesday, June 26 MCMGA Food Sort Volunteer Day Marion County Food Share 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Thursday, June  28 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, June 28 Maintenance in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Monday, July  2 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM  - Noon

Thursday, July 5 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM - 9 AM

Thursday, July 5 Maintenance in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

 — MCMGA Announcements —

OMGA Growing 
Gardeners 
Conference 

 
July 12-14 

Linfield College
 

Register Online

The Garden Gate Newsletter for the Marion County 
Master GardenerTM Association is produced in 
cooperation with the OSU Extension Service, and is 
published and distributed monthly to all of the  
MCMGA members.

Send submissions, pictures, feedback, and comments to: 
gardengatenews@gmail.com

June Garden Gate Submission Deadline is June 25

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efc82k4t4df703d3&oseq=&c=&ch=
mailto:gardengatenews%40gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submission


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 110
Salem, Oregon 97301
503-373-3770

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to  
all programs.)

Thanks to our Garden Gate sponsor!
The Greenhouse Catalog at 

3740 Brooklake Rd . NE
Keizer, OR 97303


