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Our Amazing Place in the World
A few days prior to Anthony Bordain’s 
untimely passing, David and I were 
watching his “Parts Unknown” episode 
filmed in Hong Kong. His guest on the 
show was cinematographer Christopher 
Doyle. A portion of Mr. Doyle’s 
dialogue caught my attention so that I 
had to ask David, who was holding the 

remote at the time, to skip back so that I could listen to 
it again. He said, ”Our job, as artists, is to show you the 
world that you think you know, and celebrate it.” I was 
reminded of Dan Heims’ presentation in April about 
The Greatest Garden Shows on Earth.

The piece of the statement that actually caught my 
attention was “you think you know”. This is where we 
begin to educate those who visit our gardens. I love to 
walk around my neighborhood and to look at interesting 

plants growing in neighbors’ yards. This day I see an 
unusual waist high flower with long gangly spiral spikes 
being tossed in the breeze attached to a spent bloom. 
I’ve seen this flower before, but was not really impressed. 
The flower is standing alone in a gravel spot between 
the street and the sidewalk. I take a guess at what the 
bloom may have looked like before the petals fell. As I 
progress along my walk, I notice that same spent flower 
in another yard several blocks away. It looks different 
in this yard, surrounded by a colorful menagerie. I had 
walked by that same house a few days previous, but 
never noticed the unusual flower. The wild texture looks 
great in this setting. A few blocks down the road I 
see another of the same flower by a fence near a water 
feature. Now, I really want to identify that flower, and to 
know what color the petals were and to find a place for 
it in my yard next year.

We gardeners are surely artists. Our medium is living 
and ever changing. Our show changes with each season 
and depends on us for direction and sustenance. It may 
be quiet and subtle and humble, or it may be tall and 
wild and vibrant. We begin with creative ideas and 
then stand back and watch our ideas mature and gain 
momentum. All five senses are rewarded. Bountiful 
color spectrums are presented to satisfy the greediest 
visual appetite. An intoxicating whiff of fragrance 
challenges the passerby to turn quickly to search for 
the unsuspected bush or flower advertising its presence. 
Inviting textures may entice a touch and prick the finger, 
drawing an unhappy sting accompanied by a small 
drop of blood, or may softly soothe the soul as it slides 
between our fingers, rekindling a childhood memory of 
a cherished stuffed animal. Quiet breezes rustle grasses 
and leaves, and birds, insects and animals vocalize and 
skitter through the underbrush here and there. Taste 
buds are woken with a freshly plucked tender and sweet 
fruit or vibrant vegetable, or a subtle or spicy edible 

Bev Loos

Our Amazing Place Continued on Page 2
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Oregon Master GardenerTM Association’s 

Growing Gardeners Conference 
July 12th - 14th, 2018 

at Linfield College in McMinnville 

Remember that this annual conference is open to all MG’s 
and individuals interested in a variety of educational,     

horticultural and gardening topics, including advanced 
classes for recertification. Careful consideration and 

thought has been given to the selection of interesting and 
experienced speakers for the Friday and Saturday classes, 

workshops and educational tours.  

Fun, friendship and fellowship plus fabulous               
classes await you this year at the OMGA’s                          

Growing Gardeners Conference.                              
(formerly OMGA Mini-College) 

Check out the OMGA website for detailed information: 

www.omga.org 

Bug Group News
Bug Group’s field trip to Heritage 
Seedlings’ Jefferson Farm was a great 
success. 

Penny Esplin, Bev Loos, Kathy 
Patterson, Beth and Farouk Husseini, 
Stephanie Hazen, Julie and Tom 
Biddle and I had a wonderful time, 
exploring the restored Oak Savannah 
site. Some visited the pond area, and 

others wandered up the long hill road. Those of us with nets 
collected bees, beetles, dragonflies and other insects.

Wildflowers seen were Clarkia, apparently 2 species, Prunella 

vulgaris, Asclepias speciosa, several things we have not yet 
identified, and millions of Shasta-looking Daisies. Of course 
there was a Tansy Ragwort plant or two, and Saint John’s 
Wort, but one plant I saw of that had a Chrisolina beetle, a 
bio-control insect on it, which is good news.

My biggest problem was that whenever I swung at a bee, 
whether I caught it or not, my net was covered with grass 
seeds poking through the mesh. I spent more time picking 
out grass seeds than bottling whatever insect I had caught. 
However, I am pleased with the number and variety of the 
bees I caught for the Oregon Bee Atlas Program.

We all had a wonderful time, and are talking of returning to 
that site at another season.

Carol Horning

flower. Each garden, no matter how big or small, is a 
unique sensory celebration of all that is within.

The Mother Earth News Garden Planner has publicized 
a new feature that is just so amazing. They call it the 
Journal, but it is so much more. Please look at their 
YouTube video Journal Your Garden Progress to 
Become a Better Gardener and see how we can become 
even more organized and collect more critical and 
opportunistic data to make our harvests more plentiful, 
our efforts more rewarding, and our gardening easy as 
pumpkin pie!

David and I are preparing for our own visit to parts 
unknown. We will be journeying to Vietnam and 
Cambodia this fall with Road Scholar. I am especially 
excited to capture photographs of agriculture and insect 
species, while experiencing all of those sensory images 
new to me, offered by those on the other side of our 
planet. 

Our Amazing Place Continued from Page 1

MCMGA Demonstration Garden Produce 
On Its Way to Fresh Start Market
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MCMGA Board 
Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 18, 2018, 1 pm 
Extension Office, 1320 Capitol

President Bill called the meeting to 
order at 1:02 pm. 

Attendees: Bill Sutkus, Dale Marande, Joyce Zook, 
Roberta Bigelow, Margrit Angeloni, Carol Sutkus, 
Laveryne Gray, Eric Suing, Cyndy Shorter, Trinity 
Sheraden; 

Guests were Neil Bell, Hank Burroughs, Bonnie 
Greener, and Jeanne Brown

The agenda item most important for Neil Bell’s 
input was placed earlier in the agenda. The minutes 
of the May 17, 2018 board meeting were approved 
unanimously with the correction of the change of final 
elections on bylaws amendment being in October rather 
than September.

Treasurer’s Report: Roberta presented a detailed 
report of expenses and income for May, 2018, many 
entries relating to the plant sale. The plant sale has its 
own budget spreadsheet, which will include a new line 
item for shrubs and trees next year. The general budget 
spreadsheet showing expenses to date and remaining 
funds is available for members on the website’s 
member pages.

Governance
Proposed budget for 2018-19: Roberta consolidated 
the overall proposed budget into one page. Proposed 
amounts are based upon the current budget’s line 
items and actual amounts expended or received to 
date. Two new line items were added: Membership 
(includes Directory, swing bars for badges, and 
renewal costs); and Help Desk (changed the name 
from “desk expenses”). Clinic supplies were increased 
significantly due to the expansion of these programs; 
Sign-up genius, participation fees, publications, and 
infrastructure support are included in this line item. 
The final figure for Communications will come when 
Lee McKenzie has an opportunity to review all 
activities in that category.

According to our Standing Rules (D.3.1-Fiscal Year 
Budget), it is recommended that the Association’s 
total available funds be sufficient to cover the current 
fiscal year’s unexpended budget as well as a projected 
budget for the following fiscal year. Because we do 
not meet this standing rule (we have 60% of what 
the rule recommends), there was a motion and a 
second to reduce the Chemeketa Community College 
scholarships from three to two for 2018-19. Motion 
failed. There was concern that our mission stresses 
education (which scholarships promote) and this year 
is especially important to promote good relations with 
Chemeketa.
Appointments to the Board of Directors: It was 
moved and seconded that Lee McKenzie serve as 
Communications Representative and Laveryne 
Gray serve as Member at Large. Motion passed 
unanimously. Laveryne is no longer with the Garden 
Committee. Under our new structure, she serves 
as chair of the Workshops under the Education 
Committee.
Organizational Chart (Standing Rules Appendix B 
- MCMGA Education): It was moved and seconded
to eliminate Garden as Resource box on this chart.
Motion passed unanimously.
Strategic Planning: The results of the “Future of 
Marion Garden” survey, which was completed by 
88 members, is on the website. Cyndy reported on 
the Leadership Forum at the Discovery Garden 
in Roseburg. Much of the discussion at this forum 
were about issues that we face with Marion Garden: 
Are Master Gardeners involved with the garden? 
Is the garden exposed to the public? Cyndy shared 
information given at the forum including a brochure 
“Discover the Discovery Garden” that includes a map, 
welcome, and description; and a 12-page document 
describing Demonstration Garden Choices, as well as 
an apprenticeship program with Garden Education 
Mentors (GEMS). 
Bill will make these resources available to the Ad 
Hoc Committee studying the future of our Marion 
Garden: Appointed members are Chair Karen 
Freeman, Bonnie Greener, Ann Chetok, Joyce Zook, 
Mary Treiber, Mary Gabriel, and Sharon Lohse. Tasks 

Bill Sutkus

Board Meeting Minutes Continued on Page 4
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for this committee: Describe a plan for organizing and 
managing the garden, considering the four program 
areas identified (BHIP, Plant Propagation, Training 
Practicums, and Workshops). Ideas will be given on 
how to enhance working together in the garden and 
attracting/marketing to the public. Timeframe: Present 
the final report to the board after some reviews and 
input from the garden committee and plot managers.
Chemeketa Project: Dale, Neil, and Victoria attended 
a meeting last week which featured the presentation 
of FFA (Architectural Firm). This group had explored 
successful educational gardens. They described the 
concept of the building and arrangement of space. 
The Master Gardener Help Desk is proposed to 
be on the 1st level in the public section, close to 
the entrance. There are four classrooms, which lead 
to “dirty classrooms”. The outdoors includes hoop 
houses, greenhouses, plots, shop and maintenance 
building (along the 45th Ave.). The Oregon Nursery 
Association is involved. There will be display gardens 
in front. Drainage problems are being addressed. 
The budget is $12 million. A statement made at 
this meeting: “Every successful garden must include 
children”. Next meeting is in October.

Oversight of Operations
OMGA Meeting Held June 2,2018 
Recommendations for Changes in Training: Gayle 
Langellotto has received a promotion at OSU! She 
is leading a task force looking into MG training 
programs. The suggestions to counties are as follows:

1.Training must be interactive  For active teaching,
they are developing tool kits to assist the instructors in 
this learning style.

2.Training must be accessible Consider scholarships,
payment plans, lower fees (our program in Marion 
County scores well here). Pay-back hours: Minimum 
is 40 hours, with a span of 40-70. The suggestion is to 
reduce pay-back hours to a maximum of 60 hours. This 
was based upon a “retention of trainees” study, in which 
there was a steep drop of retention after 46 hours of 
pay-back hours. Our program requires 66 hours of 
pay-back. We have addressed circumstances unique to 
trainees and allowed them to complete them within a 
2-year period, so the board was not in favor of reducing

pay-back hours at this time (by consensus). Bill will 
send our recent retention data to all board members.

3. Training must be fun! Cyndy has organized the
silent auction donations from Marion County for 
the G2 session this July. Currently she has collected 
greater than $250 of value for the auction. She will 
send the list to OMGA soon. Cyndy will be the board 
representative to the 3rd quarterly OMGA meeting in 
Linn-Benton County.

Plant Sale: Eric reported that the post-plant sale 
meeting is scheduled for tomorrow.

Communications: No report

Education: Trinity and Laveryne are working on 
outreach ideas, including a brochure to advertise 
the Marion Garden. Laveryne provided some data 
on workshops: She proposes that if there are very 
few registrations for a workshop, it be canceled. For 
April, May and June 163 people attended planned 
workshops. The first two quarters served 512 people. 
There are many instances where the classrooms 
are not satisfactory for both lecture and hands-on 
demonstration. Better signage is needed to guide 
public.

Marion Garden: Carol reported that Kathy O’Neal 
is taking over the MSDS project to assure that we 
meet requirements set by Alternative Programs. Pete 
Peterson is working with Roberta and Margrit on the 
inventory of equipment project.

Membership: Carol reported that all practicums for 
trainees are moving forward. The reports of trainee 
hours is favorable. Already there are 12 people 
registered for the 2019 Master Gardener class, with 
10 recent additional applicants. The Membership 
committee needs a technical assistant, along with 
other volunteers to expand their committee. They are 
communicating with Lee McKenzie about the needs at 
hand.

Meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Joyce Zook, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes Continued from Page 3
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Annual Budget Approved
Following on our most successful 
plant sale ever, the Board has 
approved our largest budget ever, 
about $50,000.

This is in alignment with a deal we 
made with Neil in 2015. The deal 
was that if he allowed us to create an 

Associate Member position (primarily 
for members who work only at the Plant Sale and thus 
primarily for our fund-raising efforts), then MCMGA 
would have to agree to spend those funds so as not to 
have excessive reserves on hand. We agreed and started 
exploring options for using our funds. But in 2016, we 
could not hold our normal Plant Sale and that pretty 
much took care of any problem with excessive reserves.

According to our Standing Rules, we should have 
enough money on hand to cover the balance of our 
current year’s budget as well as the estimated budget for 
the following year, which is assumed to be the same as 
the budget for the current year. Thus on July 1, 2018, we 
should have total available funds of $100,000 - to cover 
the $50,000 budget for the 2018-19 fiscal year plus the 
same amount for the 2019-20 fiscal year. As of July 1,  
we are actually going to have a little over $80,000, 
which is pretty close to what we are supposed to have 
on hand.

Here are some highlights from the 2018-19 budget.
The largest budget item is for next year’s plant sale, 
which is going to cost over $17,000, maybe a good bit 
over that depending on how much we have to pay for 
plants. 
At a little over $7000, the Marion Garden is our next 
largest expense. But at least a couple of thousand 
dollars of that amount is for the greenhouse, which is 
really used almost solely for the Plant Sale. 
The Help Desk, as our flagship program, does not 
cost much - less than $500 for the year. But over the 
past few years we have started spending a lot more 
on our outreach programs - about $4000 each for 
Community Plant Clinics and for Communication 
(website, Facebook, etc.) as well as another $2650 for 
our monthly speaker meeting at the library. 
We are also spending a significant amount on 
scholarships for Chemeketa students - $3600 to 
support three students - and on the Junior Master 
Gardener program - $3500.

What stands out in looking at the budget is the 
variety of programs and projects in which MCMGA 
is involved. There are many ways in which our Master 
Gardener members can be engaged in achieving our 
mission to educate and serve the community. 

By Bill Sutkus

Bill Sutkus

OMGA Growing 
Gardeners 

Conference 
 

July 12-14 
Linfield College

 

Register Online

 MCMGA Monthly Meetings
Plot Managers 

Monday, July 2, 12:00 p.m.
Health Services Building

Board 
Thursday, July 19, 9:00 a.m. 
OSU Extension Office

Bug Group
Wednesday, July 18,  
10:00 a.m.

KBZY
Tune-In Every Thursday 
8:40 a.m. on 1490 AM

Demonstration Garden 
Workday

Every Monday 9:00 a.m. - 
Noon

Marion Polk Food Share  
 Food Sort 

Tuesday, July 24, 1:00 p.m. 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efc82k4t4df703d3&oseq=&c=&ch=
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—  July Workshops —
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Iris Party! 
Saturday, July 14, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 
Home of Joyce Heinke  
3374 Jefferson Marion Rd., Jefferson

Join OSU Master Gardener Joyce Heinke for this hands-
on workshop digging, cutting up bearded iris clumps, and 
labeling the fans.  Joyce will also teach how to care for 
bearded iris.

There will be tasks that can be done sitting - something 
for everyone.  Participants will be given iris to take home 
and plant in their gardens. 

The workshop will conclude with a potluck lunch at 
noon. 
Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Berry Tasting, Variety Selection & 
Basic Berry Care
Saturday, July 21, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Marion Demonstration Garden

Learn what berries you want to grow with the help of 
OSU Master Gardener Joyce Heinke. 

You can taste all of the varieties of blueberries, 
blackberries, raspberries, and strawberries  grown in the 
Marion Demonstration Garden. 

You will also learn tips on the care of your favorite 
berries. Master Gardeners will answer your berry 
questions and a handout on berry care will be provided.

Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Bud Grafting
Saturday, July 28, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Marion Demonstration Garden

OSU Master Gardener  Michael Johnson will teach you 
the basic techniques of bud grafting including different 
bud grafting methods and when they should be used. 

This workshop will teach you to combine different 
varieties and species of fruit into a single tree more 
quickly and with greater success than other grafting 
methods. You will also learn how to “harvest” bud wood 
and where on trees to find bud wood.

Pre-registration is required. Register online @ https://
marioncomga.org/event-registration/ 

Upcoming Webinars that Count 
for Continuing Education Credit
July 26, 11:00 a.m. Meet the New Neighbors: 
Emerging Pest Issues in Oregon w/ Robin Rosetta 
@ https://learn.extension.org/events/3434

August 30, 11: 00 a.m. The Latest Research on 
Bees in the Garden: Updates from the OSU 
Garden Ecology Lab w/ Gail Langellotto @ 
https://learn.extension.org/events/3443 

http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
http://marioncomga.org/event-registration/
https://learn.extension.org/events/3434 
https://learn.extension.org/events/3443


Page 7 — The Garden Gate Newsletter

 — MCMGA Calendar of Events —
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DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME
Monday, July 2 Work in the arden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Monday, July 2 Plot Managers Meeting Marion County Health Services Bldg. 12:00 PM-1:00 PM

Thursday, July 5 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, July 5 Maintenance in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM- 3:00 PM

Monday, July 9 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM- Noon

Wednesday, July 11 Maintenance in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Thursday, July  12 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

Thursday, July 12 Growing Gardeners Conference Linfield College All Day

Thursday, July 12 Marion County Fair Oregon State Fair Ground 10:00 AM- 10:00 PM

Friday, July 13 Marion County Fair Oregon State Fair Ground 10:00 AM- 11:00 PM

Friday, July 13 Growing Gardeners Conference Linfield College All Day

Saturday, July 14 Growing Gardeners Conference Linfield College All Day

Saturday, July 14 Iris Party Joyce and Carl's Garden-Jefferson 9:00 AM - Noon

Saturday, July 14 Marion County Fair Oregon State Fair Ground 10:00 AM -  6:00 PM

Saturday, July 14 Aumsville Saturday Market Plant Clinic Aumsville 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Sunday, July 15 Marion County Fair Oregon State Fair Ground 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Monday, July 16 Work in the garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Wednesday, July 18 MCMGA Bug Group MCMGA Office 10:00 AM - Noon

Wednesday, July 18 Maintenance in the Garden MMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Thursday, July 19 Board Meeting MCMGA Office 9:00 AM- 11:00 AM

Thursday, July 19 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM- 9:00 AM

Saturday, July 21 Berry Tasting MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM- 10:00 AM

Monday, July 23 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

Tuesday, July 24 Food Sort Volunteer Day Marion County Food Share 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Wednesday, July 25 Maintenance in the Garden Marion Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Thursday, July 26 Radio Segment on Gardening KBZY 1490 Radio 8:45 AM- 9:00 AM

Saturday, July 28 Bud Grafting MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Saturday, July 28 Saturday Market Plant Clinic Summer Street State Parking lot 9:00 AM- 3:00 PM

Saturday, July 28 Plant Clinic Santiam Summer Fest Stayton 10:00 AM -4:00 PM

Monday, July 30 Work in the Garden MCMGA Demonstration Garden 9:00 AM - Noon

The Garden Gate Newsletter for the Marion County Master GardenerTM Association is produced 
in cooperation with the OSU Extension Service, and is published and distributed monthly to all 
of the MCMGA members.

Send submissions, pictures, feedback, and comments to: gardengatenews@gmail.com
 The submission deadline for the August edition of the 

Marion Garden Gate Newsletter is July 25. 

mailto:?subject=


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 110
Salem, Oregon 97301
503-373-3770

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and materials 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to  
all programs.)

Thanks to our Garden Gate sponsor!
The Greenhouse Catalog at 

3740 Brooklake Rd . NE
Keizer, OR 97303


