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NOTES  FROM  NE I L

Ne i l  Be l l

 

Now that it is August, I thought I would recap the types of common plant
problems that have been showing up, or may potentially show up, at the
plant Clinic. As it always does, the summer drought brings to a halt the
progression of most fungal disease problems that plague us during the
spring. And this year was a doozy for most of those spring disease problems,
including those found on the “usual suspects”. Which includes, scab on apple
and crabapple, leaf spot on Photinia, anthracnose on Red Maple and Ash,
among others. The rain we experienced in April was evidently very conducive
to the development of these diseases, to judge by the number of inquiries
and the appearance of plants in landscapes.
With the change to warmer, drier weather, these disease problems, which
depend on prolonged leaf wetness to progress, typically disappear. Clients
often notice the symptoms around this time of year, however, as they are
outside in the yard more often. Many times we have been brought shoot
sections or bundles of leaves with the symptoms on them and clients want to
know what to spray for the problem. The answer, of course, is nothing, as
the dry weather has solved the problem (temporarily), and no spray “cures”
a plant disease problem: any spray is protective only and would need to be
applied before infection in order to be effective. So, the time to use them
would be from bud break through the early part of the growing season, until
the weather dries out.



One disease problem continues to be a problem throughout the summer,
though, and that is powdery mildew. It is probably more accurate to say
powdery mildews, as there are many species of them affecting a wide range
of plants, on which they produce the characteristic white film on the upper
or in some cases, lower leaf surface. The powdery mildews are different
from the fungal diseases occurring in wet spring weather in that they can
continue to grow and cause infection even when leaf surfaces are dry.
So, naturally, these disease problems have been coming to the Plant Clinic.
One of those, which is depicted in the photos, is on grape, where the
mildew (caused by Erysiphe necator), affects the foliage, but more
importantly, the fruit, which are usually rendered unusable by the
infection, in that they are covered by the fungus, then they split and rot. 
Eastern Flowering Dogwood, which is widely planted, is also susceptible to
powdery mildew, caused by Erysiphe pulchra and Phyllactinia guttata. I see
many of these trees at this time of the year where the leaves seem to be
distorted to some degree and affected leaves may exhibit sunburn, a
reddish discoloration or drought stress symptoms, especially if they are not
irrigated. It’s so ubiquitous on these trees (not on native dogwood or Kousa
dogwoods as far as I can tell, BTW) that it might be deemed a physiological
problem, but close inspection of the leaves often shows the hazy film of the
white mycelium of the fungus. 
Besides the occasional disease problem, there should be plenty of inquiries
about sunburn and drought stress on foliage and fruits as it stays warm.
Watch for this on shade-loving plants growing in afternoon sun (Aucuba
and Skimmia are classic suspects) or yellow-foliaged plants, which often
prefer some shade, also growing in afternoon sun. 
Other than that, enjoy our sunny warm August!





I N TERV I EW  WITH  JOYCE  HE INKE

Kym  Poko r n y

Joyce Heinke was bitten by the peony bug 40 years ago and now has 58 plants on 1 acre
and more coming along all the time. 
 
“I buy two or three a year,” said Heinke, an Oregon State University Extension Service
Master Gardener since 2012. “I’m running out of space to put them. Each year the plants
get bigger and bigger. The oldest ones are huge yard-wide bushes covered with beautiful,
beautiful flowers.”
 
Most of Heinke’s peonies are the herbaceous type that die to the ground in winter, but
she’s also planted tree peonies and intersectional – or Itoh – peonies that are a cross
between the two. The Itoh peonies, bred in Japan in the 1940s by Toichi Itoh, weren’t
available in the United States until the last 25 years or so after American breeders got a
hold of them. Even now they can be tough to find and can take a chunk out of your
wallet. But they’re worth it, according to Heinke, who describes them as having finer
foliage than herbaceous, more like a tree peony, and both Itoh and Tree peonies have
very large, full flowers and they add to the variety of peony colors available. In addition,
tree peonies will bloom earlier than other peony types. Itoh and tree peonies also have
sturdy stems so they don’t have to be staked like most herbaceous varieties. But, the
herbaceous peonies come in many delightful forms; single, semi-double, double, bomb or
Japanese. Heinke says the Japanese forms are her favorite.
 
Native to China and the European coasts of the Mediterranean Sea, peonies need a snap
of cold to do their best and are hardy down to Zone 3. Above Zone 8 they’ll struggle
without the chill in winter. These long-lived plants can survive up to 100 years. To keep
them happy, Heinke says, doesn’t take much work. They prefer to be left alone, but if a
bush stops producing flowers, it could be time to divide it. After division, don’t expect
flowers for a few years. To divide, cut the plant down to the ground in the fall, dig it up,
wash off the tubers and use a knife to divide them, leaving three to five eyes on each
tuber.
 



 
Plant peony tubers (ordered online) in the fall at least a couple of weeks after working
organic material into the soil so it can settle, Heinke said. Build up the soil before the
rains and it becomes mud, but don’t make it too fluffy or the tubers will sink. Dig a big
hole so roots can be spread out, but not too deep as the eyes of the tuber must be no
deeper than 2 inches. Otherwise, they won’t bloom, Heinke said. Don’t plant in the same
spot other peonies have been growing unless you dig out most of the old soil and replace
it with fresh soil and a little compost. Potted peonies can be planted any time they’re
available, but fall is still optimal.
 
Planting near a tree or other large established plants is not a good idea. Their roots will
compete for water and nutrients and provide too much shade. Peonies like to be planted
in full sun, but will take a bit of shade. 
 
There’s no need to fertilize when planting, but use a tomato or iris fertilizer with the
numbers 5-10-10 on the label or bulb fertilizer in spring as they are coming out of the
ground and again halfway through the season, Heinke advised.
 
Though they like good drainage, peonies also want a fair amount of water, especially
when it’s hot. “They’ll let you know by starting to go limp,” she said. “It’s pretty easy
to tell.”
 
When peonies die back in winter, be sure to cut all herbaceous and Itoh peonies to the
ground and clean up the debris. Tree peonies will lose their leaves, which should be
cleaned up, but the woody frame should not be cut. Good sanitation is essential, Heinke
said, to keep diseases at bay. Not that disease or pests are a big problem, though
botrytis blight can be disappointing when buds get a fuzzy gray mold, turn black and
never open. During wet springs, it can spread so be sure to clean up infected buds and
leaves. Usually this blight attacks the center of the plant where there is less air
circulating, so open it up. If the problem is overwhelming, you can spray with a
fungicide labeled for botrytis. Otherwise, planting peonies far enough apart to keep good
circulation and good sanitation will do a good job at preventing diseases.
 
You’ll often see ants on peony buds and get upset that they are eating your plant. No
worries. The ants are feeding on a sweet secretion the plant releases. In exchange, they
eat insects that may be feeding on your plant, which is relatively rare.
 
Peonies provide beautiful bouquets and will last a long time in the vase. Heinke
suggested taking a bucket out to the garden with you and getting the stems in water as
soon as possible. Then cut the stems under water and then place them into the vase.
“Peonies are pretty darn healthy and they’re beautiful for most of the year,” Heinke
said. “Who wouldn’t want them in their garden?”



GETT ING  R ID  OF  QUACKGRASS  I N  THE  POLL INATOR  PLOT

Ka r en  F r e eman

One of our most persistent weeds in the Marion Garden is quackgrass (Elytrigia
repens), which spreads by both rhizome (modified subterranean stem) and seed. 
By Spring of 2018 we had an especially bad infestation in the Informal Beneficial
Plot (now combined with the Formal Beneficial Plot and renamed Pollinator Plot). 
It seemed beyond control by hand digging, so we decided to look at other options
and learned that the most effective way to get rid of quackgrass is to use
glyphosate.  This posed a quandary since we prefer to maintain this plot as a
pesticide-free zone.  What to do?
 

We decided to try four different methods of control and see which worked the
best: solarization, cardboard with mulch, glyphosate, and hand digging. The
Annuals bed became a temporary home for many of our plants, with larger shrubs
such as mahonia, ocean spray, serviceberry and black elderberry left in place. 
Everything else (gulp!) was either removed or weed whacked to prepare the plot
for the four different control methods.



Solarization is a method that heats up the soil to the point of killing soil pathogens,
including weeds.  After wetting the soil, a piece of clear plastic is laid down and
secured so that no air can blow underneath it.  The plastic is left for four to six
weeks during the hottest part of the summer.  Perennial weeds that grow by rhizome
are not always successfully controlled by solarization, so we were not sure what the
outcome would be for us. Also, we wondered how many “beneficial” plants and soil
organisms would die as well.
 
For cardboard and mulch, we placed overlapping cardboard pieces (if you do this
remember to remove the sealing tape and staples) and then a layer of compost over
that area.  Three applications of glyphosate were applied to the third area.  The
fourth area was left for our regular method of hand digging the weeds. Then we
waited and observed the plot for one year,  except for removing the solarization
plastic at the end of the summer, and periodic weeding by hand in the fourth control
area.  We also hand dug  quackgrass (and bindweed) as they came up in the
solarized area because we did not want it to get too vigorous.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What were our findings? First, cardboard/mulch, and glyphosate performed equally
well in getting rid of the quackgrass.  It still comes up but is much easier to dig out
when we find it.  Hand digging was also effective but it took more time and effort,
and required constant vigilance. The solarized area had the most quackgrass come
up but was easily controlled by hand digging weekly.
 
Second, we found that we had more than just quackgrass.  Field bindweed
(Convolvulus arvensis), also a perennial weed that grows by rhizome, was the first to
peek up at the borders of each of the control areas and is still sending up shoots. 
While quackgrass seeds last up to four years in the soil, field bindweed seeds can
last more than fifty years.  One more pest for us to monitor!
 
Third, several plants that had been dormant or left seeds in the soil came up in the
Spring in the first three control areas: showy milkweed, lupine, calendula, poppies,
fringe cup, cow parsnip, and yellow-eyed grass. None of the control methods killed
off all of the plants, as we had feared might happen.



Fourth, it was a boost for us to feel that we could actually win the battle with
quackgrass - at least for now!
 
Conclusions and next steps: Although the first three methods seemed to work
equally well, we would choose to follow up or do this again with the cardboard and
mulch method, since this entails more biodegradable (instead of plastic) and
pesticide-free resources.  In fact, we will do this next in our fourth (hand digging)
area.  To the rest of the plot we added another layer of compost, installed a drip
line irrigation system, and then  replanted.  We’re still on the lookout for
quackgrass, and the bindweed is still a threat in and all around our plot, but it
looks and feels so much better than a year ago!
 
Our team is Roberta Bigelow, Karen Freeman, Carol Horning, and Diana Reeck. 
Thanks also to Pete Petersen and Tom Martin for helping with the glyphosate and
the solarization installation!
 
References and more information:
Controlling quackgrass in gardens, University of Minnesota Extension, 1999 (link
no longer available online)
Pull weeds as they pop or plants will suffer, Kym Pokorny, published in the
Statesman Journal 7-26-19
Quackgrass:
https://apps.extension.umn.edu/garden/diagnose/weed/grass/quackgrass.html
Soil Solarization for Gardens & Landscapes:
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74145.html



BOARD  MEET ING  MINUTES
J o y c e  Zook

AT T ENDEES

Dale Marande, Eric Suing, Karen
Freeman, Margrit Angeloni, Bonnie
Green, Jan Fiedler, Lee McCormick,
Terry Sawyer, Joyce Zook, Cyndy
Shorter; Guest, Neil Bell
 

TREASURER ’ S  REPORT :

Margrit distributed the monthly bank
statements reconciliation and the 2018-
19 Budget Report, which was accepted
by all. Margrit is researching
information about the scholarship at
Chemeketa Community College and will
have a report next month.A $1600
chipper-shredder was purchased
recently which did not have previous
board or Garden Committee approval.
Since the process for purchases was not
followed, reimbursement for this
purchase was denied by the board at
this time. The budget for 2020 may
include the cost for the purchase of a
chipper-shredder. So Margrit is sending
a letter to the purchaser, recommending
that this request for reimbursement be
taken to the garden committee for
resolution as a part of their 2020
budget process. The board reminds
members that there is a process for
reimbursement that will be enforced by
the board, so it is important to follow
established procedures.

 

S TRATEG I C  P LANN I NG

MEE T I NG :

Governance

NOVEMBER  E L EC T I ONS :

Nominating Committee will be Dale
Marande, Vickie Nokleby (non-board
member), and one other non-board
member TBA. The board approved
unanimously. Beginning January 1,
2020 the following positions (2-yr.
term) are: Education
Representative,Communication
Representative, Garden Representative,
Secretary, OMGA Representative,
Member at Large.For a 1-yr. Term:
Treasurer Elect Dale is using the
Standing Rules to follow a timeline. Our
annual membership meeting is held at 7
pm November 19, 2019 at Broadway
Commons Peru Room.Karen reminded
us that at the January 2019 Board
Meeting we agreed to update position
descriptions and write out procedures
that are necessary to accomplish the
responsibilities of the positions. These
are valuable to the elected or appointed
member to a newly elected/appointed
position.

 
Lee McCormick is surveying to determine the best
day in November to schedule this event at the
Broadway Commons. Gail Langellotto will be invited
to speak on the “vision” of our organization. Christine
Weslch will be assisting, and plans will firm by
September.

 



P LANT  SA L E  -  P LANT

PROPAGAT I ON :

Eric reported that propagation trainings
have been held for members.
Improvements in facilities include:
raised sides of the green house;
greenhouse and potting shed floors
improved with sand; ground around
greenhouse was covered for storage of
plants; a drip system was installed; also
planned: tree/shrub areas will have
improved ground cover; a structure that
was previously used to protect plants
will be repaired and reinstalled in the
compound (tent); one of the raised beds
will have soil removed, and potted herbs
placed in them; considering a deer fence
as a display (for security purposes too).
Sherry and Laveryne are propagating
trees and shrubs; other members are
propagating at their homes. Eric will
have the propagation team meet with
the plant sale committee in the
future.Eric appreciates all the volunteer
hours contributed by members!

BY - L AW  CHANGE :

Article VI, Section 3 relating to
“Remote Voting and No Proxy Voting:
Wording of the change was approved
unanimously by the board and will be
communicated to the members well
before the annual meeting in November
where they will vote on the change.

OVERSIGHT of
OPERATIONS

COMMUN I CA T I ON :

Kudos were given for the most recent
newsletter!! Lee is arranging a
committee meeting to meet soon.

EDUCAT I ON :

Jan has a goal of meeting with
committee members one time per
quarter. She is surveying members to
determine the best day to meet. Terry
reported that some trainees have
inquired about more hours on the
Extension Office desk. Clarification: The
minimum pay-back hours on the desk is
three shifts. Any trainee may sign up
for unlimited shifts during the year.

GARDEN  COMM I T T E E :

Karen introduced the newly revised
Accident Form, which complies with the
reporting Neil is required to file with
the state extension office. This form will
be accessible on the website.Security
measures in the garden were discussed
by the committee due to recent theft.
Options to tighten security:

Place signs in different areas of the
garden “no picking”; research has
been done to see how other parks use
wording in signage.
Camera (fake or real?) to monitor
area. Terry reported that he has a set
of four cameras that are available for
trial, if requested.
Gate across the entry of Marion
Garden.



The committee is starting with signage.
Park wardens have stated that theft
most often occurs with labeled plants,
so consideration is given to signs that
list the names of plants in a given area.
Another deterrent noted is to greet
anyone unfamiliar entering the garden.
Neil noted that it is unsafe for members
to work in the garden alone.

OMGA :

Cyndy described the Mini Silent Auction
to take place at the 4th quarter OMGA
meeting in Tillamook this fall. We
submit at least 3 items with a minimum
value of approximately $25 each; take a
photo of the item; then notify Cyndy
who will take the items to the board
meeting in Tillamook. All items from
the 26 or so counties will be posted
state-wide, and Cyndy will take
instructions on which items to bid on to
bring back to Salem. Neil will send an
email to all members to solicit donated
items. He will request photos and a
description of the items offered.
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:12 AM.
 
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Zook, Secretary



 
 
 

1st Monday – Marion Garden General Meeting, 12 - 1
at the Health Services Building Meeting Room

3rd Wednesday – Bug group – Check with Penny
Esplin for location

3rd Thursday – Board meeting, 9:30 – 11:30 –       
 All MGs are welcome to sit in

4th Tuesday – MPFS Food Sort, 1:00 – 3:00
Every Monday – Garden work party, 9:00 – 12:00
Every Wednesday – Garden maintenance, 9:00 –

12:00
Every Thursday – KBZY radio, 8:45 – 9:00

 

Recurring events


