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CONT INU ING  EDUCAT ION

OPPORTUN I T I ES  ONL INE  

T om  E l l i s

TO  A L L  MASTER  GARDENERS ,  NEW  AND  OLD

As you know, recertification as a Master Gardener requires 20 volunteer
hours and 10 continuing education hours per year, recorded on our website.
But many of us, especially the younger members, are either employed full
time, or enrolled in classes—or both—along with whatever other
commitments that we might have, so we might have difficulty finding the
time to attend workshops or presentations in order to keep up with our
continuing education  requirement.
 
Fortunately, Brooke Edmunds, a horticulturalist at OSU, has made it easier
for you to rack up those continuing education hours on your own time.  She
has created a YouTube channel
[https://www.youtube.com/user/drbrooke77/videos] that is full of useful,
research-based information and suggestions for Master Gardeners. These
include hour-long instructional presentations on essential topics—useful to
us and our clients--such as “Reading a Pesticide Label to Protect Bees” or
“Adapting Dry Farming Techniques to Vegetable Gardens.” They also provide
detailed updates on the latest research into pest-control issues such as
“Emerging Insect Pests in Oregon” and “Managing the Brown Marmorated
Stinkbug with Biological Controls.”  And then there is my favorite title: an
online seminar entitled “Never doubt how a small, thoughtful, and
committed pollinator habitat can change the world.” 



  
 Finally, she throws in some short, entertaining clips such as a 45-second
look at slime molds (yuck!)—only to reassure us that they are completely
harmless. She enlivens her presentations with a friendly, engaging style, and
even has a blog on the OSU site
[http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/ediblegardens/] for sharing further
information and photographs. This is an easy, enjoyable way to continue
your education as a Master Gardener, and to equip you with authoritative
answers for clients who call or visit our plant clinics. As OSU-sponsored
instruction, they fully qualify. Just remember to keep track of your hours!





OMGA  20 1 9  TH IRD  QUARTER  REPORT

Cynd y  Sho r t e r

FUR THER  PROPAGAT I ON

PREPARAT I ON

Much work is going into the Propagation
Program for next year’s plant sale and beyond.
We need more places to grow and store plants,
protect them from rain and store the equipment
and materials needed for propagation.  We’ve
had multiple clean up days in the Marion
Garden.  Items were tossed, donated and moved
to new locations.  A garage tent we had stored
away will be repaired, put back up and utilized,
mother plants have been established from which
we will take future cuttings, sand has been laid
down on the floors of the greenhouse and potting
shed for comfort, a drip system is now in place
and roll-up sides have been installed on the
greenhouse for cross ventilation during the
hotter months.
 
2 0 2 0  APP L I CA T I ON  I S

AVA I L AB L E

The application for the 2020 MG class is
available and we have received 9 applications
already.  The Membership Committee is
actively reviewing and revising materials
related to next year’s classes.

S TRATEG I C  P LANN I NG

MEE T I NG

In 2018, we held a chapter-wide meeting
and developed a Five-Year Strategic Plan. 
We identified four major goals for our
organization, strategies to achieve those
goals and measures of success. It’s time to
get together and update the plan, see how
we are doing, and modify the plan as
needed.  This year, it will be held on
November 7th.

OMGA  AWARDS  GRANTED

We received word from OMGA that we
were awarded two grants – the Karl
Carlson grant for the Adaptive Garden plot
in the Marion Garden and the Search for
Excellence grant for our Junior Master
Gardener Program. Congratulations to the
recipients of those grant dollars! They will
be put to good use!



CREAT ING  A  BACKYARD  HAB I TAT

Ka r en  F r e eman

We hear a lot lately about the importance of “backyard habitat” but what exactly
does that mean and why is it important?  Backyard habitat is a movement that
encourages home gardeners to make any or all of their yard (it doesn’t just have to
be in the backyard) friendly and welcoming to wildlife such as pollinators,
beneficial insects, birds, fish, and even soil organisms.  In doing this we support
the local food chain and the biodiversity needed for a healthy and functioning
ecosystem.  In his book Bringing Nature Home, Douglas Tallamy tells us that
“gardeners have become important players in the management of our nation’s
wildlife.”
 
Here are just a few of many ideas that can help you create a “backyard habitat” in
your garden:
CONSERVAT I ON :  S TORMWATER  MANAGEMENT  AND

PES T I C I D E  REDUC T I ON

Clean, cool water that runs into the storm drain on its way to creeks and
rivers and oceans is important for the fish and plants who live along the way:

Use drip irrigation with a timer system to prevent excess water usage and
runoff.
Conserve water by reducing the size of your lawn, which is often the
biggest user of water in your garden.
Use compost to improve moisture retention and add nutrients to the soil. 
If you use pesticides or fertilizers, check the labels to see which is the least
toxic and use the appropriate amount.  Better yet, reduce or stop using
chemicals altogether.  Excess amounts can harm the soil or get carried into
storm drains.

 



WI LD L I F E  AND  PO L L I NA TOR  HAB I TA T

Provide the essential elements that all wildlife need: food, water, and
shelter.
 

Use a variety of flowering plants to provide blooms year-round
Add a water feature or a bird bath (and clean them regularly)
Install a mason bee block
Plant some dense or thorny shrubs to provide safe shelter for birds and
insects.
Leave a patch of bare space for ground nesting bees
Reduce sources of noise and air pollution (such as blowers)

REMOV I NG  I N VAS I V E  P LANT S

Invasive plants are non-native plants that crowd out native plants and can
cause harm to property, people, or the environment.  Examples in our area
include English Ivy, Himalayan Blackberry, Scotch Broom, Butterfly Bush,
Bindweed, and Tansy Ragwort.  Observe and learn which plants in your
garden might be invasive and remove them.

HOW  DO  MASTER  GARDENERS  P LAY  A  RO LE  I N

ENCOURAG I NG  BACKYARD  HAB I TA T ?

We started a pilot educational program in January 2019 with 30 Marion
County Master Gardeners.  We spent twelve hours of class time learning
about conservation of resources, wildlife habitat, native plants, and invasive
plants, and then followed that up with field trips to see native and invasive
plants in the Salem area.  A group of plots in the Marion Garden consisting
of Natives, Rain Garden, Deer Resistive, Drought Tolerant, Sustainable
Garden, Grasses, and Pollinator (formerly Beneficial Insects) together form
the Backyard Habitat group with plans to show visitors examples of wildlife
friendly landscaping.  If you would like to be part of Backyard Habitat
education or landscaping in the Marion Garden, or have questions, please
contact Roberta Bigelow, Bill Sutkus, Carol Sutkus, or Karen Freeman.

FOR  MORE  I N FORMAT I ON :

Attracting Native Pollinators, The Xerces Society
Bringing Nature Home, Douglas Tallamy
Real Gardens Grow Natives, Eileen Stark





BOARD  MEET ING  MINUTES
J o y c e  Zook

AT T ENDEES

Margrit Angeloni; Karen Freeman; Eric
Suing; Dale Marande; Terry Sawyer;
Cyndy Shorter; Jan Fiedler; Bonnie
Greener; Lee McKenzie.  Also in
attendance Neil Bell, and Victoria
Binning.
 
TREASURER ’ S  REPORT :

Margrit Angeloni distributed the
monthly bank statement reconciliation
and the 2018-2019 interim budget and
this was approved by all.  A motion to
move excess funds was accepted by all
moving excess funds from 2018-2019
budget to money market account.  The
board discussed ideally having 1.5 times
our annual budget in savings.

 

NOVEMBER  E L EC T I ONS :

GOVERNANCE

GUES T  PRE SENTA T I ON :

Victoria Binning briefed the board on a
new state-wide electronic client contact
system for plant clinic use.  The ECHO
system will allow on-line tracking of
public plant clinic contacts.  The
database will be searchable and will
track plant diagnosis results.  The roll
out is set for late 2019.  Since this is a
statewide search and tracking tool,
contributions from MG chapters are
being requested.  The board fully
supported this program and approved a
$500 contribution to assist in the
programs completion.  The ECHO
program will help streamline and assist
in our plant clinic efforts.

 
Dale has formed a nomination committee for 2020
elections consisting of Dale, Gene Irish, and Vicki
Nokleby.  The board approved the committee.

 

OVERSIGHT of
OPERATIONS

OMGA :

Cyndy Shorter indicated the next
quarterly meeting will be held in
Tangent on September 6th and 7th. 
How Climate change Impacts Gardening
is the Leadership Forum topic on Friday,
Sept. 6. The silent auction will be
discussed and will take place in
November.  Donations for the auction
are still being accepted. Awards are
presented on Sept. 7 at 11:00 am
including a $200 Karl Carlson Grant
award that will be presented to Sharon
Lohse for the Adaptive Garden,  and the
statewide Search for Excellence award
of $500 will be presented for our Jr.
Master Gardener program.



MEMBERSH I P :

Bonnie Greener reported that she
recently prepared a report of volunteer
hours completed through 7/31/19 by the
2019 trainees.  It was forwarded to the
Mentor Chair to be distributed to the
mentors and their trainees.  One trainee
has completed the 66 hour
requirement.  The remaining 33 trainees
are actively working on their required
hours.  The application form for the
2020 class is available on our website, 8
applications have been received. 
Victoria Binning will add a link to our
application form on OSU’s website.  Neil
Bell confirmed that the 2020 MG
Classes will be held at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Salem at
5090 Center St. NE..  He also
announced that graduation for the 2019
class is tentatively scheduled for
December 3rd.  Classes for 2020
applicants will begin on January 6th.

COMMUN I CA T I ON :

Lee McKenzie announced she will be
stepping down from her position on the
board at the end of the year. The board
commended Lee for her outstanding
leadership.   Lee indicated she is still
seeking assistance for help with web
management and editing.  The strategic
planning workshop is still on track for
November 7, 2019.  Details firming this
up will be forthcoming.

EDUCAT I ON :

Jan Fiedler briefed us on the progress
being made on the Workshop Calendar. 
Work is in progress on the development
of a universal workshop template for
use by instructors.  Instructor training
and the development and greater
workshop variety was discussed.  Guest
Neil Bell suggested and the board
discussed the possibility of developing
short videos for education purposes. 
Lee McKenzie indicated that upcoming
workshops need to be advertised two
months in advance.

GARDEN  COMM I T T E E :

Karen Freeman discussed security at the
Marion garden.  There have been issues
with unwanted visitors.  Signs have been
placed in the garden reminding visitors
not to pick flowers and vegetables.  No
trespassing signs will also be installed. 
 This will allow law enforcement action
if necessary.  Karen asked that master
gardeners be cautious when visiting the
garden on weekends and evenings and
to wear their badges.



P LANT  SA L E  AND  P LANT

PROPAGAT I ON :

Dale and Eric reported the work on the
greenhouse and surrounding grounds for
propagation purposes continues.  The
Monday cleanups have been very
successful.  The rollups on the
greenhouse are complete, and
reorganization of the compound area
continues.  The plant sale tables and
saw horses have been moved opening up
more room for propagation.  An
irrigation system is also being
developed.  A raised bed in the garden
area is being prepared for propagation
purposes.  It is a work in progress, but
it is coming along.  Eric Suing indicated
the Plant Sale committee will begin
meeting in October.
 
 
Meeting adjourned 11:20
a.m.Respectfully submitted, Eric Suing,
President Elect



 
 
 

1st Monday – Marion Garden General Meeting, 12 - 1
at the Health Services Building Meeting Room

3rd Wednesday – Bug group – Check with Penny
Esplin for location

3rd Thursday – Board meeting, 9:30 – 11:30 –       
 All MGs are welcome to sit in

4th Tuesday – MPFS Food Sort, 1:00 – 3:00
Every Monday – Garden work party, 9:00 – 12:00
Every Wednesday – Garden maintenance, 9:00 –

12:00
Every Thursday – KBZY radio, 8:45 – 9:00

 

Recurring events


