
Everybody’s Garden 

 

 

Welcome to Everybody’s Garden, the portion of The Marion Garden dedicated to demonstrating 

gardening techniques, allowing gardeners with differing abilities to engage with plants and soil despite 

physical challenges.    

As you enter the garden from the parking lot, you will see a raised bed.  This bed has 3 different 

heights to accommodate gardeners who prefer to garden standing up, sitting on the edge of the bed, 

kneeling or reaching from a wheelchair or walker.  Planted with various plants to attract pollinators, 

gardeners can enjoy fragrance while watching bees, butterflies and hummingbirds feed.   

A second raised bed is planted with annuals, ornamentals and vegetable companion plants. These 

plants change by season.  You will see 2 lean bars in the higher part of this bed. This allows a 

gardener to reach into the center of the extra wide bed with ease.  

Both raised beds and the bed around our weeping, contorted redbud are made of smooth, rounded 

landscape blocks, placed in an oval pattern.  The smooth edges are especially helpful for gardeners 

who are navigating the paths using a walker, wheelchair or cane.   

The gazebo provides space to sit, rest and visit with others. Flowerboxes at an easy to access height 

are on one side of the gazebo.  On the other side you will find a flowerbox with a trellis, this is 

specially designed to lower so a person could harvest vegetables from a seated position.  A pulley 

system makes raising and lowering the trellis easy for most.  During the summer you may find 

hanging baskets with pulley systems as well. You will also find teapots hanging from the support 

posts of the gazebo, these provide a bit of whimsy.  If you look closer, you will find the pots are full of 

hollow stems.  These are potential nesting cavities for mason and leafcutter bees.  

Our water feature is the center of the garden.  When running, the splashing water blocks out the 

sounds of the surrounding buildings, providing tranquility for the gardener.  Here you will find easy 

care plants and flat pools of water and mud for our friends the bees and butterflies.  

Like most gardens, our plot is in transition, we are committed to making the plot more accessible to 

the physically challenged.  The beds around the fence line are being transitioned from rough lava 

rock borders to the smoother stones our raised beds are made of.  The plants in these beds are being 

reduced and replaced with plants that need little care.  Cardboard covered mulch is being added to 

the beds to reduce weed growth.  Additional accessibility ideas will be added, along with signage to 

explain our mission.  
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