
 

 

Orchard 

 

The orchard garden plot at Marion Garden was created, and is being maintained, as a way to demonstrate 

how to care for these fruit trees and showcase the recommended cultivars for our area. In addition, they provide 

an area where instruction and hands-on practice pruning and fruit thinning can be demonstrated and practiced 

and general care shown during our workshops. Volunteers who work in these areas receive additional 

instruction in the choice of cultivars, growth habit of fruit trees, site selection, pest control, watering, and 

harvesting these trees. The extension service has excellent free publications on growing fruit trees and 

suggesting the best varieties for this area: Visit the OSU/Extension Service Catalog: 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ I recommend EC 631, EC 1005, EC 819, PNW 400, and EM 9078. 

All the varieties of fruit trees grown here at the master garden plot are on dwarf to semi-dwarf rootstalk. Tree 

height can be determined to some extent by the root stock used, and of course, appropriate pruning. Thus, all of 

the trees in the orchard are all small semi-dwarf and can be picked from the ground or by using a six foot 

ladder. 

There are many varieties of fruit trees available for visitors to check out. There are 7 varieties of freestanding 

apple trees: William Pride, Chehalis, Enterprise, Pristine, Liberty, Dayton, and the Scarlet Sentinal Columnar 

Apple. In addition, there are 5 varieties of espaliered apple trees: Braeburn, Jonagold, Melrose, Gravenstien, 

and Karmijn de Sonnavile. There are 2 varieties of freestanding pear trees; Harrow Delight and Luscious. In 

addition, there are 5 varieties of espaliered pear trees: a 2 in 1 Comice and Bartlett, and a 3 in 1 Shinco, a 20
th

 

Century Asian, and a Shinseiki Asian Dwarf. There is a Methley plum. There are 2 filbert trees: a Zeta and a 

Santiam. There is an Asian Persimmon liro/Fuyu, an Ambassador Walnut, a Fosborne Prolific Neveralla Fig, a 

tea bush, a Viking Aronia bush, and 2 hardy kiwi plants. With multiple varieties of fruit trees available, 

gardeners can taste the fruits as they ripen and make decisions on which type of fruit trees they would like to 

plant in their own garden. A peach tree, plum tree and three cherry trees were diseased and had to be removed. 

Two rows of espaliered trees will be planted in their place. At this point the rest of the trees are making enough 

fruit that they provide a source of revenue for Fresh Start and donations to a food bank. It takes many volunteers 

to prune, thin, pick, sort and deliver all the apples, pears, and plums.  
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