
Small Space Garden Plot 
 
 
The small space garden plot is a circular space with a diameter of approximately twenty feet.   This plot 
demonstrates how to efficiently utilize a small space such as a backyard of a city lot or an apartment dwelling 
to grow a vegetable garden and provide a habitat for birds, bees, and other critters.  
 
Initially when the small space plot was developed, about a quarter of it was devoted to small shrubs and dwarf 
trees.  Since its inception, the emphasis of the plot has changed to developing and demonstrating how to grow 
vegetables in containers and various types of raised beds.  
 
In this plot you will see demonstrated the reuse of materials such as discarded cedar fencing, scrap building 
materials and pallets.  For example, raised beds were constructed from the cedar fencing and a discarded 
picnic table.  The pallets were used to build a vertical structure that has four trays.  The trays were constructed 
from the pallet boards resulting in trays three feet long, four inches wide and four inches deep.  This vertical 
bed grows herbs in the top tray and then vegetables such as squash, cucumbers in the lower trays. 
 
A raised bed constructed from the cedar fencing was built to a height that is convenient for any gardener 
especially those who love to garden but find it difficult to stoop or bend to weed, water and harvest. In 
addition to height this bed also demonstrates the technique of layered or ‘lasagna’ gardening utilizing wheat 
straw, alfalfa flakes, compost and a soil mix for the layers.  
 
As an example, a raised bed measuring twenty-four by thirty inches and eighteen inches high raised in 2018 
over one hundred pounds of squash in addition to tomatoes 
 
Various sizes of beds can be constructed to meet the parameters of space but in addition to beds anything 
that can hold soil and has drainage holes at the bottom can essentially be used to grow lettuces, strawberries, 
beans, peas, carrots, tomatoes and most vegetables.  The key to container growing is to monitor the plant 
needs for water.  Because of the small amount of space, the soil in pots tends to dry out faster than soil in a 
raised bed or in the ground.  A simple drip system can be set up to water these plants. 
 
If you have limited space and would love to establish a garden whether for vegetables, providing a backyard 
habitat or both, come to the Marion Garden to see the small space gardening demonstration for ideas. 
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