
Xeriscape Plot 
 

The Xeriscape Plot was created in 2018 replacing the Edible Landscape Plot.  Because of the effects of global 
climate change as well as changes in the amount and the duration of precipitation in Marion County, the 
Marion County Master Gardeners recognized the need to demonstrate a landscaping method that conserved 
water resources.  
In the past, Western Oregon has had adequate rainfall to meet the irrigation needs of the landscapes.  
However, in the recent years climate monitoring has shown that summer months are warmer with reduced 
rainfall and snow packs.  The rainfall and snow packs were relied on to replenish ground water, streams and 
reservoirs.  Water is becoming a commodity that needs to be conserved 
The original plants in this plot that would continue to thrive with reduced to no irrigation were saved such as 
the elderberry and Arapaho blackberries.  Other plants were chosen that were known to be able to survive 
and thrive in drought like conditions. 
Below is a list of plants that are in the Xeriscape Plot that meet the requirements to survive in drought like 
conditions.  This plot from its inception displays the xeriscape landscaping technique and tests/monitors the 
plants for drought tolerance. 
 
Drought tolerant plants in Xeriscape Plot include: 

 Blueberry 

 Snow flurry heath aster, aster ericoides 

 Beard tongue penstemon, penstemon 

 Doone Valley thyme, thymus cirtriodorus Doone Valley 

 Lime thyme, citriodorus lime 

 Desert Eve Red Yarrow, achillea millefolium 

 Desert Eve terrra cotta Yarrow, achillea millefolium 

 Italian Oregano, origanum vulgare 

 Hot and Spicy Oregano, origanum vulgare, hot and spicy 

 Vancouver Jade Kinninnick, arctostaphylos uva-ursi 

 Blanket Flower, garllardia aristata 

 Big Bang Mercury Rising Coreopsis, coreopsis 

 Little Spice Russian Sage, perovskia atriplicifolia 

 Crazy Blue Russian Sage, perovskia atriplicifolia 

 Crocosmia 

 Currant 

 Obsidian Coral Bells, heuchera americana 

 Chameleon, houttuynia cordata variegata 

 Beyond Blue Fescue, festuca glauca 

 Blue Glitter Sea Holly, eryngium planum 

 Forever Purple Coral Bells, heuchera americana 

 Lavendar, lavandula 

 Grass 

 Goldenrod Fireworks Wrinkle Box, solidago rugosa 

 Elderberry 

 Blackberry, arapaho 

 Spirea, spirea betulifolia lucida 

 Undaunted Ruby Muhly Grass, muhlenbergia reverchonii 

 Narrow Leaf Milkweed, asclepias fasciluralis 



 Gladiolas 

 Blue Velvet Honeysuckle, lonicera korolkowii 

 Blue Pacific Honeysuckle, lonicera caerulea 

 Autumn Joy, sedum 

 Polar Summer Mullein, verbaseum bombycyferum 

 Red Feather Clover, trifollium rubens 

 Poppies 

 French Lavendar, lavandula stoechas 
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