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NOTES  FROM  NE I L

Ne i l  Be l l

 

Over the last 3 years, I’ve been busily revamping most parts of
our garden and much of this effort has involved de-
acquisitioning shrubs and trees which have become crowded or
overgrown. It also has been a process of considering how I want
to use what space I have and removing plants which are
occupying space I need for better specimens. This is taking
place in a garden whose oldest plantings are now 23 years old,
so there’s some hefty plants to remove. As an example, in
November I removed two full-size flowering cherries which are
among the oldest trees in our yard.

 

 

 

These were actually quite healthy plants which were growing well enough, but they are really single-
season plants with about 2 weeks of interest per year. Also, they are grafted on rootstock which
suckered all over the beds in which they were planted, a characteristic which had become time-
consuming to prune out. And they had long since shaded out other plants I wanted to emphasize. So
off they went, along with many others, especially along our driveway, which now looks pretty bare
compared to before, but now I have that rare opportunity to replant all those empty spaces.
 



 

 

 

 

I did retain a number of older
specimens as part of this clear-
cutting, though, and in removing
some large plants, I revealed a quite
a few forgotten treasures. The
removal of a cluster of burning bush
(Euonymus alatus) revealed a
deformed, but very salvageable
Buddleja salviifolia (a non-flowering
species with narrow silver leaves!).
Another example of this was that
one of the since-removed cherries
had come to shade our specimen of
Mahonia ‘Arthur Menzies’, which
was planted with the cherry in
1996. This is a winter-blooming
Mahonia which, at least in our
garden had never really thrived,
even before it became shaded by
the cherry. I had actually
considered removing it several
times, as the flowers seemed very
susceptible to frost. Year after year
it would just begin to bloom, then
the flower clusters would get
frosted and never open. This is in
stark contrast to our specimen of
Mahonia x media ‘Charity’, which
always blooms faithfully each
winter (and is beloved by honeybees
and hummingbirds).
 

So away went the cherry and a funny thing happened. This ‘Arthur
Menzies’ now looks better than it ever has and is actually in bloom, to an
extent it never has been before. All of this after those frosts at the end of
October, which I would have expected to damage the flowers once again.
So, this garden re-design is bearing fruit already, I suppose you could say!



Training Schedule
 
M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0

JAN 6 9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Orientation - Neil Bell
Botany* - Heather Stoven

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Tree Fruits* - Steve Renquist
Pesticide Safety* - Pami Monnette

FEB 3

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Plant ID* - Pat Breen
Sustainable Landscape Design -
Signe Danler

JAN 20

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Composting* - Linda Brewer
Soils and Fertilizers - Erica Chernoh

JAN 13

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Lawns - Alex Kowalewski
Organic Vegetable Gardening* -
Weston Miller

FEB 10

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Gardening and Water Quality* -
Jacqueline Fern
Pruning Ornamentals* - Neil Bell

JAN 27

TIMEDATE SUBJECT/INSTRUCTOR CHAPTER
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FEB 17 9:00-12:00
12:30-2:00
 
2:00-4:00

Plant Pathology - Cindy Ocamb
Volunteer Opportunities - MCMGA
volunteers
Plant Propagation* - Lucile/Leonard/Carol
 

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Problem Diagnosis 1** - Neil Bell
Problem Diagnosis 2** - Neil Bell

MAR 16

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Insects* - Gail Langellotto
Vertebrate Pests* - Dana Sanchez

MAR 2

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Berries and Grapes* - Bernadine Strik
Weeds* - Chip Bubl

FEB 24

9:00-11:00
11:00-12:00
1:15-4:00

Final Exam Review - Neil Bell
Review Trainee Requirements - Membership
Marion Garden Orientation - Garden Coordinators

MAR 23

9:00-12:00
1:00-4:00

Resources** - Neil Bell
IPM* - Brooke Edmunds

MAR 9

TIMEDATE SUBJECT/INSTRUCTOR CHAPTER
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BOARD  MEET ING  MINUTES

OCTOBER  1 7 ,  20 1 9 ,  9 : 30  AM

J o y c e  Zook

AT T ENDEES

Attendees: Eric Suing, Margrit Angeloni,
Jan Fiedler, Karen Freeman, Bonnie
Greener, Cyndy Shorter, Joyce Zook;
absent: Dale Marande, Lee McKenzie,
Terry Sawyer
Guests: Neil Bell, Victoria Binning,
Christine Welsch, Kelly Noack (Jr. MG
Rep.) and newly elected officers for
2020: Amy Westbye (Communications),
Katie Slagel (Secretary), and Kathy
Verble (Member at Large). Eric Suing,
President Elect, called the meeting to
order at 9:05 am.
Minutes of the October 17, 2019 board
meeting were approved.

TREASURER ’ S  REPORT :

Define capital assets at $2,500.00
threshold
Add standing rules to describe
Capitalization Policy and the
Purchase of Equipment

Margrit distributed a document
describing a proposal to address
“Capital Assets”. She is requesting the
board to review this document and be
prepared to approve the proposal at the
January board meeting.

There are IRS requirements for Capital
Asset records to be in a permanent file.

  

Margrit distributed the October Monthly
Bank Reconciliation report and the
Interim Budget report as of October 31,
2019. She is meeting with Victoria next
month to arrange for future financial
reports to be posted online. These
reports were accepted after discussion.
Margrit announced that the online
payments/donations/renewals are being
implemented on the IATS system. There
is an annual fee of $50 to use this
program. Victoria is emailing renewal
forms to members next week. A page on
the MG website explains the process for
paying online. The forms must be signed
using DocuSign, but payments can be
mailed to the extension office in lieu of
making them online. The forms and
$100 fee for new MG class members will
also be done online.

GOVERNANCE
S I GN  ON  CENTER  S TREE T

Eric announced that the new sign is not
the one proposed and submitted by the
MCMGA board. One of the county staff
placed it there. It is the wrong logo and
is missing the arrow pointing toward the
garden. We expect a replacement soon
that will look like our original proposal.



MARGR I T  D I S T R I BU T ED

THE  PROPOSED  BUDGE T

FOR  2 0 2 0 .

It was moved/seconded and passed
unanimously to “Designate $150 in the
budget for plant diagnosis”. Neil
explained that he recently utilized the
extension’s “Ask the Expert” when he
encountered a plant disease that did not
present with typical characteristics.
Their fee is $75. The Marion Garden
line item (allocation) will be discussed
by the garden committee and the plot
managers. They will have input as to
how the total amount can be
distributed. Plant sale budget divisions
will also include input from the leaders
in the various groups preparing their
plants/trees/shrubs for sale. Margrit
stated that she chose not to dip into the
reserves at this time because we
currently have much less money in
reserves than has been a guideline for
best financial practices. Approval of the
proposed budget for 2020 was
moved/seconded and approved
unanimously.

OVERSIGHT of
OPERATIONS

P LANT  SA L E :

The Propagation group of members is
now included in Plant Sale. Eric
reported that consideration is being
given to invite Log House to produce our
annual plants as well as veggies for the
sale. The green house is winterized and
tarp is down and secure for perennial
plants’ over-winter storage. Perennial
plant donations from Egan Gardens
were fewer than last year’s donations.
The “trees/shrubs” and “beneficial
plants” need someone to take on a
leadership role. The date/location for
the next three years of plant sale is
secured with the State Fairgrounds
Columbia Hall.
Victoria announced that she was serving
as advisor to the Chemeketa Community
College Horticultural students who are
growing annuals for the City of Salem.
She suggested making a connection with
them.

P LANT  PROPAGAT I ON :

Christine reported that propagation
mini-workshops have taken place and
provided education to members by
showing different methods and
techniques. Currently perennials and
herbs are being groomed and re-potted. 
In addition, cuttings and seed planting
is underway to increase the number and
variety of plants for the plant sale.



COMMUN I CA T I ON :

Amy reported that Lee McKenzie is
planning to attend the education
meeting slated for December. She will
continue to create the fliers for next
year, with at least one month advance
notice. Submit information for a flier by
the 18th of the month.
Strategic Plan Meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, 9-3 at the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation.
Neil asked if we would be willing to
have the Polk County Master Gardener
board members attend. By consensus
there was willingness to extend this
opportunity to PCMGA. Neil will contact
their president with the invitation.

EDUCAT I ON :

Jan will meet with the Education
Committee on December 13 to finalize
the workshop topics and evaluate the
needs for a computer and technology
support.
Evelyn Roth has resigned as Speakers
Bureau Coordinator. Jan will craft a
position description. Neil will send an
email to recruit a new Speakers Bureau
Coordinator. Evelyn keeps a notebook of
resource materials also. Jan called for
suggestions for the position
replacement. For any MG making a
presentation through the speaker’s
bureau: 1. Report details to Jan; 2.
Report VRS hours that are spent
preparing and presenting.
Bonnie and Cyndy requested the names
of speakers and the sites of the
speaking engagement; the information
is necessary for VRS validation. Jan will
copy them in the correspondence used
in reporting a speaking engagement.
Jan will get an update from the Bug
Group at the upcoming meeting,
December 13.
Joyce asked for feedback regarding the
11/19/2019 educational/annual meeting
at Chemeketa Community College, Bldg.
8, Room 201, which was a new venue.
Members of the board who attended
seemed favorable to schedule future
meetings there. The
agriculture/horticulture staff at the
college have stated that the Master
Gardener program is beneficial to their
students as well, so they do not charge
rental or parking fees. Joyce will seek
to secure the same venue for the 2020
spring events scheduled for March 24
and April 28.



GARDEN  COMM I T T E E :

Edibles - Joyce Heinke
Ornamentals - Susan Nelson and
Sharon Lohse
Backyard Habitat - Stacy Moranville
and Joyce Zook
Propagation - Linda McGeath
Operations - Kathy Verble

Karen announced the newly appointed
volunteers to lead the following groups
in the garden:

 
Carol Sutkus will stay on temporarily in
an advisory capacity to the Garden
Committee; Garden Representative to
the board is currently vacant. Karen
Freeman has completed her term at the
end of December, 2019.
Bonnie requested information about the
Backyard Habitat project. Karen
described the eight classes and several
field trips that were scheduled for last
spring. She, Roberta Bigelow, Bill and
Carol Sutkus led this effort. The board
applauded the many hours they
committed to this project, and felt that
it was an excellent educational
experience. Two impediments
developed, which changed some of the
goals: The Marion Soil and Water
Conservation District dropped their
BYHI program (originally it was a plan
to “partner” with their program); Gail
Langellotto cautioned that there is a
liability issue regarding home visits. So
the new focus will be on public
education opportunities such as 2-hour
workshops. A volunteer member is
needed to lead this effort. The Backyard
Habitat planning group will keep the BH
class participants updated.

MEMBERSH I P :

Effective 11/1/2019 any time spent on
propagation activities are to be recorded
in the VRS as “Fundraiser”. That will
include greenhouse activities, as well as
repotting, dividing, grooming,
fertilizing, and watering potted plants.
It also includes plant sale and
propagation committee meetings.
Entries may be grouped by month, with
hours for each date recorded in the
description box.
Graduation for the 2019 class will be
held on Tuesday, December 3, 2019, at
6:30 pm at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Salem in the fellowship
hall. Neil will present certificates, bars
and name badges to 29 trainees. County
and state awards to other Master
Gardeners will also be acknowledged.
Registration for the 2020 MCMGA class
is nearing the limit of 50. Texts and
other class materials will be distributed
at the pre-orientation session on
December 5.
More MGs are needed for mentor
positions.  Neil offered to send out
another email encouraging members to
complete the mentor application.
 



OMGA  BOARD  OF

D I R EC TOR ’ S  MEET I NG

Housing - Hilton Hotel is offering us
their conference rate of $132/night. 
The Board meeting will be held in the
University Room. Parking is free for
the Board meeting at the Hilton. 
More detailed information to follow
regarding staying in the OSU dorms
and the fees for that. 
Meals OSU Cafeteria – Breakfast -
$7.50, Dinner $10.25 if you want to
eat there. Your daily charge of $49
registration per day includes lunch.
Parking fee on Friday is about $8. No
charge for Saturday.
Theme – (GPS) Grow, Provide,
Sustain
Schedule is tentatively: Thursday
afternoon – OMGA Board of Directors
Mtg and Evening Social; Friday –
Keynote Speaker, Classes,
Workshops, Tours, Awards Banquet
(perhaps with a speaker), and Silent
Auction; Saturday – Classes,
Workshops, Tours, Silent Auction
Closes
Will run classes, workshops and tours
simultaneously!
Stressing upscale speakers, classes
and tours.  OSU is going to open up
their labs to us so we hope to have
better tours, etc.

Mini College 2020:  The Master Food
Preservers will not be joining us after
all.  Too busy that time of year for such
a small program. Mini College will be a
bi-annual event at OSU per Gail
Langelotto.  The dates are Friday, July
24 and Saturday, July 25 at CH2M Hill
Alumni Center at OSU in Corvallis.
Thursday, July 23 is the Board Mtg. 
There will be no Educational Forum.
 

OMGA :  REPOR T  PROV I D ED

BY  C YNDY  SHOR T ER ,

OMGA  REPRE S EN TA T I V E

 
L EADERSH I P  FORUM

Held in Tillamook on Nov 1, the topic
was grants.  OMGA had asked
recipients to give a presentation on
grants received by OMGA and Marion
County volunteered to do so. Jim Liskey
and Kelly Noack provided information
about the Marion County Junior Master
Gardener Program for which they
recently received the $500 Search for
Excellence Award.  Cyndy Shorter gave
a presentation on behalf of Sharon
Lohse for the Adaptive Garden for
which the $200 Karl Karlson Award
was received.  The presentations
included how the money was to be used.
For more information about applying for
an OMGA grant, go to
https://omga.org/programs-and-
awards/.
There was also a presentation given
about how to look for and apply for
grants outside of OMGA. Cyndy was
given a list of potential companies and
foundations to research. If anyone
wants a copy, just let her know.
The name of the Leadership Forum has
been changed to Educational Forum to
make it clear that it’s not just for
leaders or board members, it’s open to
all Master Gardeners!



OMGA Election of Officers 2020: Will
take effect January 1, 2020
President: Chris Rusch (Douglas)
Past President: Eric Bosler (Central
Gorge)
President-Elect: Vacant
Secretary:  Sharon Bordeaux
(Douglas)  
Treasurer:  Patrice Sipos (Douglas)
First Vice President:  Vacant
Second Vice-President:  Julie Huynh
(Lincoln)

OMGA Calendar: OMGA would like to
add chapter annual plant sales, annual
educational events, etc, to the OMGA
calendar.  The thought was that
chapters may want to attend goings-on
in other chapters and this would
facilitate that and will help MGs get CE
hours and attend fun events. Send this
information to
presidentomga@gmail.com for now, but
a new email address will be soon
created for this.
 
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

 
Respectfully submitted,Joyce Zook,
Secretary
 

 

OMGA needs help to put this together! 
They need someone to volunteer to find
tours on campus, establish workshops
(probably have an extra charge if
supplies are needed), Chapter sales,
Chapter displays, Send-A-Friend Raffle,
Silent Auction, Thursday evening
Welcome Social, Friday Banquet
including Menu, Table Decorations,
Music during social time, Possible
speakers, etc, etc.
 
If interested in helping: email ERIC
BOSLER at ericbosler@hotmail.com or
SUE NESBITT at
sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com
 
Educational Support Funding: ECCO –
OMGA received a grant proposal for
$3000 to further develop the tool that
will assist us with answering questions
at the Help Desk.  Essentially takes the
place of the Intake Form and has search
features to find answers to questions
that have been asked before.  The Board
voted and approved the funding.
Chapter Representative Scholarships:
OMGA discussed and approved funding
for OMGA Reps’ travel expenses for
chapters that don’t have enough money
to send reps to the quarterly meetings.
Approved four scholarships at $100
each annually.



 
 
 

1st Monday – Marion Garden General Meeting, 12 - 1
at the Health Services Building Meeting Room

3rd Wednesday – Bug group – Check with Penny
Esplin for location

3rd Thursday – Board meeting, 9:30 – 11:30 –       
 All MGs are welcome to sit in

4th Tuesday – MPFS Food Sort, 1:00 – 3:00
Every Monday – Garden work party, 9:00 – 12:00
Every Wednesday – Garden maintenance, 9:00 –

12:00
Every Thursday – KBZY radio, 8:45 – 9:00

 

Recurring events


